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Election results 
reflect change in 
voting pattern 


By Khairi Janbek 
Special to The Star 

JORDANIANS WENT to polling stations on 8 
November to elect their representatives in the 
Lower House of Deputies in the first multi-party 
elections since 1956. True to its earlier made com¬ 
mitments of non-interference 
and equality for all Jordanians 
under the law, the Govern- 
ment of Dr Abdel Salam ja 

Majali ensured that the elec- Alla 

tions of the 12th Parliament 
were open, free and honest 
The main characteristic of 
these elections has been the introduction of the 
one man one vote system. The Jordanian elections 
of 1993 highlighted very important issues, such as 
the questions of national unity, clientalism, die 
peace process, political maturity and realism. 

Turnout for the elections was a high 68 percent 
compared to the *89 elections where only 49.8 per¬ 
cent of the electorate participated. This indicates 
that more Jordanians are not only aware of their 
rights, but more importantly indicates that Jorda- 
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mans, regardless of roots, origins, or religious fac¬ 
tors have a stake in the political, social and eco¬ 
nomic systems of Jordan. The high turnout con¬ 
firms the concept of citizenship and is a victory 
for Jordanian national unity, at a time when some 
have been calling for regionalism and narrow 
nationalism. 

Clientalism is a phenomenon 
that cannot be ignored in these 
If 9 elections. It is notable that the 

m high percentage of votes went 

rsis for tribal candidates; and family 
connections, with the resultant 
family alliances as opposed to 
the purely political, or rather 
ideological vote was encapsulated by the nascent 
Jordanian political parties. Even the voting pat¬ 
terns for candidates of the Islamic Action Front 
dropped significantly, as candidates of the Front 
managed to capture just 16 seats. 

This, despite the fact that they fielded 36 candi¬ 
dates. The majority of seats in the Jordanian Par¬ 
liament will be held by parliamentarians with tra- 

Contmued on page 3 


'Jordan has emerged stronger 
with this election’—King 


AMMAN—His Majesty King Hussein praised 
Jordanians for their support of democracy during 
Monday's elections. 

"1 am so proud to be a Jordanian." the King said 
at a news conference Tuesday. He reiterated the 
Government's commitment to "democracy, plural¬ 
ism and the respect of human rights" and 
defended his efforts to seek a peace settlement 
with Israel—which the fundamentalists strongly 
oppose. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) candidates won 16 
of 80 scats in the Lower House of Parliament, 
while independent Islamists won another five. The 
rest went to centrists and traditionalists, thus 
boosting the Government's ability to press for 
peace moves and economic policies unhampered 
by any significant extremist opposition from the 
left or religious right. 


The election also put the first woman in Jor¬ 
dan's parliament: Toujan Faisal, 44, a former tele¬ 
vision announcer and an ardent crusader for equal 
rights. Only a few of the 22 licensed political par¬ 
ties, most of them loosely organized, were repre¬ 
sented in the election, and the fundamentalists, 
despite losing six of the seats they had occupied 
since 1989, remain the largest bloc. 

IAF candidates won by l^andy margins in 
densely populated urban centers in Amman and 
other cities. 

The King appeared gratified at the outcome of 
his decision to allow fundamentalists into the 
political process but to contain them. 1 do believe 
that politics should be kept out of the mosque." he 
told reporters, declaring that Jordan has emerged 

Continued on page 3 




Despite violence , 
peace process 
continues 


By David Hoffman . 

The Washington Post 

JERUSALEM—Palestinian militants have waged a deadly campaign ol 
violence against Jewish settlers over the last 10 days, killing three Israe¬ 
lis and setting off revenge attacks as settlere burned tires, blocked roads, 
torched an Arab classroom and stoned passing Arab cars. 

But these killings and rampages have obscured an important develop¬ 
ment in the peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians: S<< 
far, the process itself has survived the violence. 

In years past, when Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization 
were still at war with each other, a single violent attack often reverber 
aied loudly through Israeli society and brought any peace negotiations in 
a screeching halt 

But now, a different dynamic may be at work, according to Israeli 
officials and political analysis. The 13 September agreement to transfer 
power from Israel to the Palestinians has set a rigid timetable for Israeli 
military withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and the West Bank town of Jeri¬ 
cho, and subsequently from large areas of the West Bank. Both sides 
seem determined to stick to this timetable, and Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said last week that Israelis were prepared to "grit their teeth" and 
move ahead with the accord despite the killings. 

Tuesday's events hi ghli g h t ed both the violence by the extremists and 
resiliency of the accord. 

Before dawn. Jewish settlers in the Gaza Strip blocked the main road 
by which Arab workers go to jobs in Israel, threw stones at Arab cars 
and burned tires until being dispersed by Israeli troops. 

The settlers were protesting Sunday's slaying of Ephriam Ayoubi. 
driver for a prominent settlement leader and former parliament member. 

Continued on page 2 


ALL BRANCHES 
OF THE 



ARAB BANK 

Present their best wishes 
To 

HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 
On his birthday 

and wish him many happy returns 
of the day 


Did the Muslim Brothers 
really lose Monday's vote ? 


By a Star Staff Writer 

SINCE THE dissolution of the 11th Parliament last 
August and the Government's amendment of the electo¬ 
ral law. the Muslim Brotherhood and its political arm, 
the Islamic Action Front (IAF). have been saying that 
they were the intended targets. The 
Brotherhood's overwhelming victory ai 

in the 1989 elections left moderate awl 

Jordanians, the region and the rest of a _ 

the world wondering if religious fun- .Aftc 

damentalism could one day take over 
leadership through democratic 
means. 

During the 1989 elections the Muslim Brotherhood 
emerged as the only organized political organization at 
a time when political parties were still banned. Grow¬ 
ing public dissatisfaction with previous governments, 
martial law and economic problems combined to make 
the message of "Islam is the alternative solution 1 ' by 
Brotherhood deputies appealing to the masses espe¬ 
cially in poor areas of Jordan. As a result the Brother¬ 
hood won 22 of the 80 seats in the Lower House. 

In the four yean that followed the 1989 elections the 
Brothers attempted more than once to force their relig¬ 
ious ideology through legislation. Among other things, 
they wanted to segregate schools and Government 
offices and ban the manufacturing of alcohol. Jn most 
cases they failed, but only after a struggle. 

In. 1991, Muslim Brotherhood deputies joined the 
Government of Prime Minister Mudar Badran. but that 
Government was short-lived. During the premiership of 
Sharif Zaid Ben Shaker, a state of mutual co-existence 
prevailed between the Government and the 
Brotherhood. 

But with Jordan joining the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess and the prospects of striking a treaty with Israel 
becoming more realistic, it was evident that the Gov¬ 
ernment and the Lower House, where Brotherhood and 
independent Islamists had more than 30 seals, were 
going to clash. 

Hence the change in the election law, which in its 
original form of bloc voting had lent Brotherhood can¬ 
didates considerable backing in 1989. This summer, the 
Government of Dr Abdel Salam Majali pushed for the 
amendment just before the election and in the absence 
of Parliament The single vote system ended the spill¬ 
over votes phenomenon which characterized the last 
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elections. 

While the IAF studied the option of boycotting the 
1993 elections, the political leadership of the Brothers 
realized tlral it could not afford to lake that option. In 
the end the IAF decided to run and fielded 36 candi¬ 
dates for the 8 November elections in almost every 
constituency. 

When the results began coming 
wwS in. foreign media sent dispatches 

i m saying that the fundamentalists 

ySIS were defeated. Final count revealed 

that the IAF had won 18 seats to the 
Muslim Brotherhood's 22 in 1989, a 
loss of four seats. 

But a close analysis of election results brings out a 
different interpretation altogether. It is true that the 
Brotherhood now has a fewer number of seats, but it 
remains the largest party/bloc in the Lower House. 

While IAF candidates did not do well in Ma'an. 
Kerak and Iibid. and lost altogether in Madaba and the 
North Bedouin districts, they won overwhelmingly in 
Amman's First. Second and Third districts. The same 
happened in Zerqa where all three IAF candidates won. 
So overall, the lAF/Brotherhood maintained its grip 
over some of the Kingdom's most populated districts 
while losing only partly in others. 

The fact that this election took place under the single 
vote system (eaves no doubt that IAF candidates did 
not get spill-over votes. In other words, those who 
voted for the IAF were committed voters. This reflects 
the continued popularity enjoyed by the Brotherhood 
and IAF in Jordan despite internal and external 
developments. 

Another fact that should be mentioned is that IAF 
candidates who lost in Kerak. Madaba and Irbid actu¬ 
ally lost to independent candidates with heavy tribal 
hacking, not to candidates of political parties. The tribal 
wildcard that defeated the IAF candidates worked only 
in certain districts but not all. In effect that means IAF 
strategy to field, where possible, candidates who enjoy 
tribal backing was not a total failure. 

It appears that the IAF has decided to follow a transi¬ 
tional strategy where the objective is not to gain a 
majority, but not to lose and to maintain some influ¬ 
ence. If that was truly the IAFs objective, then the 
results of Monday's election could not be interpreted as 
a defeat for the Islamists. ■ 
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EC aid for Palestinians 

B The European Community 
(EC) ha* given the Palestinians 
nearly $19 million in emergency 
aid for their universities and peace 
negotiating team, according to the 
Associated Press. Mr Manuel 
Marin, vice-president of the Euro¬ 
pean Commission, said the money 
was a show of support for the 
peace process, but urged Palestini¬ 
ans to become self-sufficient as 
soon as possible. Mr Marin said 
there was a "teal risk for the Pales¬ 
tinian people to develop a mental¬ 
ity of international assistance." So 
far about two billion was pledged 
by various countries in grams and 
loans over the next five years to 
build the Palestinian economy. 
Europe promised $600 million. 
The EC gave 518 million in emer¬ 
gency aid to the six universities in 
the Occupied Territories who have 
been in financial crisis since the 
end of the Gulf war. The EC also 
gave S3S0.QQ0 to the 40 technical 
committees that have been doing 
research for the Palestinian 
negotiators. 

Tourism is thriving! 

fl The number of European tour¬ 
ists to Jordan more than doubled in 
1992 to 121.000, an increase of 
116 percent over 1991 which stood 
at only 58.000. The number of 
American tourists also jumped 
from 23.978 in 1991 to 39.250 by 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


1992 that is an increase of 68 per 
cent. According to Petra this 
increase can be attributed to the 
advertising campaign launched by 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
Archaeology in cooperation with 
Royal Jordanian and local travel 


Closer look 
at child labor 

B Although the Jordanian Labor 
Law prevents children from under 
16 from working, our streets are 
littered with children either selling 
chewing gum to supplement their 
families earnings or purely for the 
purposes of begging. Some of the 
children are no more than six 
years old. These children, seen fre¬ 
quently at traffic lights, cither drop 
out of" school or sell after school. 
This phenomena is only just begin¬ 
ning to be recognized by officials 
and social services. Ministries 
such as that of Labor. Education 
and Social Development recognize 
the problem. The Ministry of 
Social Development, for example, 
has set up committees to try and 
deal with the problem, and, in 
some cases takes children off the 
streets, sending them back to their 
families and even allocating them 
a monthly income of a JD 100 to 
those in need. But clearly the scale 
of the problem is yet to be recog¬ 
nized and while the work of the 
ministry is to be commended, a 
more integrated approach is 


required to get to the root of the 
problem and ask themselves why 
children are on the streets in the 
first place: is it because of stub¬ 
bornness on the part of some chil¬ 
dren as some have suggested, or is 
it because of need? What is obvi¬ 
ously required is that all national 
institutions pool their resources 
and hammer out policies that will 
deal with poverty and end the need 
for children to work on the streets. 


Abu Zant won but.... 

■ Shiekh 
Abdel 
Monem 
Abu Zant. 
one of the 
16 lucky 

Islamic 
Action 
From depu¬ 
ties to be 
re-elected 
in 

Amman's Abu Zant 

Second 

District. 

advertised for the sale of his house 
one day before the election. 
Apparently the electioneering of 
the past month left him in serious 
financial difficulty, and (he selling 
of his house is to settle the debt be 
has accumulated. The question 
that must be asked is: Where will 
he live once his house is sold, or 
was it all a campaign ploy? 
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Take a break from work at Al Mansaf 
Restaurant. Our new Executive Lunch is 
exciting, satisfying and incredible value at 
only JD 8.500++ per person. Whether it's a 
quick bite, or a leisurely business meal, 
this is a deal you can't afford to miss out 
on. 

So the next time you're out for lunch, make 
sure you're at the Marriott. 

For information and reservation please 
call: 607607 Ext. 4. 
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Controversy at polls 

B Mr Zdd Abu Ghanima, a 
member of the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood and the Islamic Action 
Front, said a campaign was 
waged against IAF candidates, 
He maintained that outside pol¬ 
ling stations in the country, leaf¬ 
lets were distributed bearing his 
name in an effort to confuse the 
electorate and stop them from 
voting for other IAF candidates. 
Mr Abu Ghanima denounced 
such practice as "cheap”—and 
designed to undermine the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood. 

Left fails to make 
breakthrough in 
elections 

fl The Progressive Unity Bloc, a 
coalition of the Jordan People's 
Democratic Party and the Popular 
Unity Party had a poor showing 
in last weeks elections. Of its six 
candidates, only Mr Bassam Had- 
dadeen retained his old seat in 
Zerqa. All others standing for the 
first time failed to get in Parlia- 
„ merit. Mr Azmi Al Khawaja, head , 
of the Popular Unity Party and 
standing for Amman's First Dis¬ 
trict failed to make it despite the 
extensive campaigning that was 
made on 
his behalf • 
in that dis- 

tricL What*. Y 

is also sad 
is that the 

General w aggjh 

Secretary ’ 

of the 

Com mu- x 

rust Party, 

Mr Yac- 

coub Zay- -1 

adeen put fjadadeen 
together a \ 
good elec¬ 
tion campaign but also failed to 
get elected. Does this reflect the 
mood of the .general public as 
strongly anti-socialist? Appar¬ 
ently not, for the Baachists 
although split among different 
parties, managed to show a cer¬ 
tain presence. Mr Khalili Hada- 
deen of the Arab Socialist Baath 
Party for the first time won a seat 
in the country's hardest electoral 
district, that being the Third. 

Kidnapping at 
the polls 

B One of what many regard as a 
colorful highlight to this week's 
elections, was the kidnapping of 
two aides of Parliamentary candi¬ 
date Mr Yossef Abu Bakr, head 
of the Arab Islamic Democratic 
Movement, Dua'. The two men. 
Mr Ali Mahmoud Salameh and 
Mr Ahmad Mahmood Hussein 
Salameh, were forced into a car 
displaying posters of Mr Mifleh 
Al Lawzi and then driven to the 
house of Dr Ham mam Sa'id 
where they were reportedly 
beaten. Dr Sa'id on Wednesday 
said that he had called the police 
after his people detained the men 
and that he had filed a complaint 
with the police against them. He 
said that Petra news agency had 
misrepresented the facts and 
asked newspaper to publish a cor¬ 
rection written by him. 
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Towards a better Jordan 


ride the waves 


By Chris Hume 
Special to the Star 

AQABA—Mazen Qusous must 
rank as one of the more unfortu¬ 
nate figures in the history of the 
Jordanian tourism industry. Busi¬ 
ness in Aqaba looked so promising 
in the late eighties that he derided 
the time was ripe to double the 
capacity of his Miramar boteL 
Financing was arranged, the new 
wing was completed in August 
1990, and to celebrate the occa¬ 
sion. President Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait. 

"We had one guest for the whole 
of January ninety-one," he 
laments. "A Japanese woman— 
and she only stayed because she 
couldn't get ouL" 

Takings for that month were just 
JD 373 compared with more than 
JD 45,000 for the same period in 
1990. 

Today, while opinion leaders in 
Amman are confident tourism will 
be die first sector to benefit from 
an Arab-Israeli peace, Qusous 
re mains resolutely sceptical. 

"I would sell up and leave with¬ 
out a second thought if 1 bad the 
chance," be claims. 

Perhaps Qusous' misfortunes 
have colored his judgment But 
then, cycles of regional instability 
have left their mark on the collec¬ 
tive consciousness of all Aqaba's 
hoteliers. 

"Every three or four years, after 
we build ourselves ira, we get hit 
..again," says Simon Khoury, presi¬ 
dent of the town's Aquamarina 
chain of hotels. 

And as if open warfare were not 
bad enough for business, the pros¬ 
pect of a comprehensive Middle 
East peace and the opening of the 
Israeli border offer new opportuni¬ 
ties for gloomy prognostication. 
Just across the waters of the bay 
sits the Israeli resort of Elat 
boasting a range of European- 
standard facilities with winch, 
hoteliers say, Aqaba cannot hope 
to compete. 

"If I had a choice, Td go to 
Elat" says Qusous, and stubs out 
another cigarette. 

In truth, however, the future is 
not so dark. Riding out waves of 
regional turmoil may have led 
Aqaba's hoteliers to affect a hard- 
boiled . pessimism, but probe 
beneath the fatalistic exterior and 
you find a degree of concealed 
optimism. Not only does Aqaba 
stand to benefit from the develop¬ 
ment of 'regional tourism' pack¬ 
ages. it will also remain the most 
convenient base for excursions to 
Petra and Wadi Rum. Moreover, 
in its coral reefs and its low prices 



Sun, sea and concealed optimism in Aqaba 


Aqaba possesses at least two 
attractions which Elat cannot 

match 

What concerns * hoteliers, 
though, is that peace will expose 
Aqaba's infrastructural limitations. 
The obvious concerns range from 
inadequate levels of refuse collec¬ 
tion to the absence of good restau¬ 
rants and nightlife. The Miramar 
hosts the only self-proclaimed 
disco in Aqaba and the town cer-. 
tainly does not swing after 830 
pm. 

"Old people love it here," 
Qusous notes dryly. 

There are clear cultural coo- 


hofistic strategy aright originate. 
Meanwhile, the suggestion of 
more than one businessman that 
the Minister of Tourism should 
personally keep an eye on the state 
of Aqaba’s hotels merely empha¬ 
sizes that a tier of local technocrats 
is missing. T ’ - 

But developing a tourism infra¬ 
structure means more than keeping 
the waters of the bay free of pollu¬ 
tion—which, incidentally, is one 
of the most visible achievements 
of government regulation. A press¬ 
ing need, hoteliers agree, is for die 
state to play a more creative role 
in the international marketing of 


straints involved The mood of the- r.-inedan^ tourisnncnmaiddity. v vs - 
local electorate- was--expressed in txiAWp aigrifightigg gJk’ifc£r(tOT& 


- their choice of an Islamist candi¬ 
date for mayor—the only elected 
position in the municipal govern¬ 
ment. And though Mayor Ibrahim 
Abul Ezz acknowledges the role 
played by tourism in the local 
economy, he is reticent of Aqaba 
emerging as a Cairene fleshpot of 
beer and belly dancers. 

Yet the Islamist vote is only one 
piece in a larger picture. Central 
government effectively runs the 
show in Aqaba through its 
appointed town and regional coun¬ 
cils, and while no one disputes the 
government's good intentions, 
their competence and vision are 
called into question. 

"Every wants to encourage yon, 
but they don’t know bow to do it," 
says Khoury. "We don't have a 
master plan for tourism 
development-'” 

This is in part an institutional 
problem. Central government may 
urge its local representatives to 
support the tourism industry, but 
the local organs remain essentially 
executive in function, diligent in 
enforcing regulations legislated in 
Amman, but hardly the source 
from which an innovative and 


but Wfe need help," says Naif 
Jara'ad, deputy manager of the 
Holiday Hotel and rate of the most 
upbeat voices in the resort 

However, governmental good 
intentions run up against a lade of 
resources, and hoteliers admit that. 
private sector investors have foiled 
to provide a lead. Jordan’s familiar 
investment problems prevail: die 
unwillingness of investors to take 
calculated risks, and the refusal of 
banks to lend without prohibitive 
collateral requirements. 

A joint-venture project with 
Club Med recently foundered 
when the Jordanian participants 
failed to come up with their agreed 
share of the capital Indeed, the 
current limits imposed on foreign 
investment m tourism make it dif¬ 
ficult for foreign parties to find a 
Jordanian partner who can provide - 
the minimum 51. percent local par¬ 
ticipation. A tourism development 
bank or government credit guaran¬ 
tees are suggested as possible 
solutions. 

Yet chances are that fortune will 
favor the brave. Experience may 
have taught them to conceal their 
optimism, but several existing 


Peace process 
survives the r 

violence 
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Rabbi Haira DniCknw*; w»«wbs 
iruured as ibeit was sptayedl^ 
automatic weapon* fire on a foa^ 
near Hebron.'The mihtaittjstante 
movement Aim a bums**:. 

had cairicdnui *hc Bttact - 

Later Tuesday monung, vPafos^ 
tiriian guerrillas hijacked* 
tmek and rammed it. mb? a . 
with Israeli license u - \ 

Although the attack JWS-i 
believed to be turned -al -a JawjSg 
settler, the tfctiwi ® 

Arab. Salmani Hawashte. 
bedouin from the Negev 
who died instantly. Pute*tip«^ 

said the attack rescmbletf Micge-.; 
missions iotas- attempted by #* : 
militant Islamic Jihad group. : ■.' 

During all die chaos, however* 
Israeli and Palestinian. negotiator* .■ 
were busy at a secret location Ur 
Cairo trying to hummer ouftte 
most sensitive- aspect of war.. 
negotiation: the scope of lsraefs - 
military pullback.' While details of - 
the talks are not known, a -joint'... 
statement issued in Cairo Tuesday 
night said they had made pr o g re s s . _ 
and would resume next week. 

Several factors account for the 
changed environment, analysts . 
say. So far. the latest: attacks have 
been isolated ambushes in the 
West Bank and Gazn, but not 
inside Israel’s pre-1967 borders, sti. 
most Israelis have not become 
alarmed about their personal secur¬ 
ity, as flay were during a wave 
stabbings last spring. 

In addition, both Rabin and PLQ 
Chairman Yasser Arafat now have' 
an enormous investment in the 
success of the accord, according to 
Israeli political theorist Shlomo. 
Avineri. "The political stakes are 
high for both leaderships." he said, 
"and they have to do the utmost.” 

Gad Bcn-Ari. Rabin's spokes¬ 
man, said Rabin has been influ¬ 
enced by evidence that Fatah, the . 
major , faction of the PLQ headed 
by Arafat, "has stuck to its com¬ 
mitment” to halt attacks on Israe¬ 
lis. '"Hiey quit terrorism, and that < 
is a fact," he added. 

Another senior Israeli official - 
said Rabin has "no alternative" hut 
to uy to implement the agreement 
he signed. 

Pollster Hannoch Smith said 
recent surveys show the violence 
has not shaken support for the 
accord, which has generally drawn 
approval from about 55 to 60 per- 


But, Smith said, the Jewish vigi¬ 
lantes who have retaliated against 
Arabs are losing support in Israel 
especially with the burning dawn 
of an Arab classroom in the Pale s-. 
tinian refugee camp of Jalazoon, 
and the burning in Gaza of Pales¬ 
tinian formers' hothouses. 

"The settlers are their own worst 
enemy,’’ said Avineri. "They are - . 
venting their anger not over the . 
agreement per se, but over the lack.. 
of protection of the population by 
our own government." fl ; 


hoteliers are already pursuing 
expansion projects in Aqaba and 
beyond. 

Khoury, for one, has recently 
begun construction of bis fourth 
hotel, though even he cannot quite 
resist making this sound like the 
penultimate step on bis path to 
commercial ruin. 

Tm in it up to here already,", he. 
says, raising a band to the level of 
his nose, "I might as well go all the 
way." 

"Anyway," he concludes, Tm 
speculating on.peace." B 


Who f s who in the 12th Parliament 
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AMMAN (Star)—The following 
are the newly elected deputies of 
the 12th Parliament according to 
each Electoral District; 

Amman—First District 

1 Abdel Aziz Jaber (IAF) 

2 Hammad Abu Jamous (M) 

3 Theib Hamed Khatab (TM) 

Amman—Second District 

1 Abdel Munem Abu Zant (IAF) 

2 Hamzeh Mansour (IAF) 

3 Mohammad Thuwaib (I) 

Amman—-Third District 

1 Ibrahim Zeid Al Kilani (IAF) 

2 Taher Al Masri li) 

3 Ali Abu Al Ragheb (I) 

4 Toujan Feisal (I) 

5 Khalil Haddadin (B) 
Amman-Fourth District 

1 Anwar Hadi'd (I) 

2 Mohammad Hunayti (I) 

Amman- Fifth District 

1 Hamm am Saed (IAF) 

2 Khallad Ajanneb (I) 

3 Abid Musa Bakhit (I) 

4 Mifleh Al Lawzi (I) 

5 Munir Sawbar (I) 

Aftman- Sixth District 

f Dr Abdel Hafez Al Shkhanbeh 

CD 


2 Abdel Majid AlAqtash (IM) 

3 Samih Al Farah (I) 

Mid-Bed no in 

1 Jamal Al Khreisba (I) 

2 Mohammed Al Ziben (I) - 


1 Abdel Majid Azzam (I) 

2 FaJeh Shawatah (I) 

3 Abdel Raouf Rawabdeh (Y) 

4 Aref Batayneh (I) 

5 Saleh Irsbeidat (I) 

6 AbddRazakTbei 5 hat;(IM) 

7 Ahmad Kofahi (IAF), 

8 Abdel Rahim Akour (IAF); 

9 Nader Abu Shaar ff) - 

Jerash 

1 Muflefa Rahaimi (I) 

2 Sulaiman Al Saad Khalaf (IAF) 

Ajlotm 

1 Ahmad Qudah (I) 

2 DaifoUah Al Mounani (IAF) - 

3 Farah Al Rabadi (I) 

Ramtha and Ban! Kenanah 

1 FawaazAlZoubi(D 

2 Talal Obeddat (D 

3 Ibrahim Samara (I) 

Koura nnd northern Jordan 
Vafley 

1 HatbemGhzawi (Q 

2 NaderZuhairai(I) . 


1 Ali Shatti (I) 

2 Mohammad Oweida (IAF) 

3 Mustafa Shnexkar (DS) 

4 Ibrahim Hamdan (I) 

5 Hashem Dabbas (j) 

6 Abdullah Ensour (Q 

7 Samir Kawar(I) • 

8 Fawaa -Tuaimeh (I) . 

Kerak 


1 Bassam Emousb (IAF)' - 

2 Mohammed Al Haj (IAF) 

3 Tbelb Anis (IAF) 

4 FayadFJarrar (I) 

5 Abdel Baqi Jammo (I) 

6 Bassam Hadda-din (H) ; 

Mahraqr 


.1 Abdel. Hadi Al 
Majali (A) 

2 Mahmoud Haw- 
aimel (IM) 

3 Mansour Ben 
Tariffl) • 

4 Ahmad Kassas- 

beb(IAF) . "" 

5 JamilAl 
Hashousb (I) - 

6 Samir Habasb- . 
neb (AD) 

7 Jamal Sarairah 
(IM) 

8 Noah Amroarm (I) 

9 Hani Hijjazin (D ; 

Ma'an 


1 AwadhKhleifatd). .. 

2 Abdel Kareem Kabaritiff) 
3' Tawfiq Kreisban (I) v / 

4 Taba Hababbefa (I) : : : 

5 BaderAl Riati(IAF) ; r r 

South Bedouini '_ 

I Salem Al Zawaidefa (IV • * 


1 Abdel. Karim 
OuShrar© 

; 2 Abdullah Akbou. 
Rashideh (I) 7 -' 

r ~3 Mohammed Abu 

./Olein (I) 

North Bedouin 

=-j Sa’ad Hayel Srour (R - 

2 Nawaaf Al Qadi^I) s' 

Tafilch - 


:■ 1. Mohammed Daoudieh {!) ■.- - 

• 2 Abdollah AJcaifch (IAF) ' 

3 Rateb /y Sand (I) 

Key; ■ • V 

IAF— hfomic Action Front — 

Party .- 

M—Mustaqbal Party 
IM—Independent Muslim 
I—Indepoident . 

B-rArab Socfahsr fiaath Party - : 
.F—Freedom Party 


..br 

2 Mohammed Oudeh Najjad (D 


A—AlAhd£arty •. 

H—Hashd/ People’s Democratic 
Party. ■ . : - 2 . 
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Elections: The day after 

■ The elections are over and the people of Jordan have spoken. 
N ° w 15 ^ t ™ e 10 51311 analyzing the results so as to understand 
what Jordanians wanted to say. It was a unique election in many 
ways especially when compared to the 1989 poIL The most striking 
fact is that the Muslim Brotherhood's IAF lost it previous edge with 
only 16 candidates winning in various districts. Two interlinked 
■actors may have contributed to this change; the amendment to the 
electoral law which replaced bloc voting with a single vote, and the 
nse of tribal influence as a result Traditional Muslim Brotherhood 
leaders like former House Speaker Abdel Latif Arabiyai (Balqa) 
Md former deputy Mohammad Abu Fares (Fifth District) were 
defeated. In fact the Islamists lost ground in once strong bastions of 
power like Salt, Ma'an and Irbid. They maintained their grip over 
the Fust and Second districts in addition to Zerqa. And they added 
the important Third District to their collection when tbeir candidate. 
Dr Ibrahim AI Kilani, received the highest number of votes. 

Other political parties, participating for the first time, did not do 
too well with only five of them winning a seat each. In fact, the left 
has done terribly bad. In contrast, independent candidates have 
swept the majority of the 80 seat Lower House, about 75 percent. 
Most of them rely on tribal backing and are considered moderates 
or centrists, which gives the impression that the 12th Parliament 
will be moderate in its dealing with hot political issues like the 
peace process. 

History was made when Toujan Faisal (Third District/Cxrcassian) 
became Jordan's first woman deputy. The controversial 
Faisal, a feminist writer, was defeated in the 1989 elections after 
facing tough opposition from fundamentalist Islamists. She beat 
former deputy Man sour Murad. 

The highest figures for voter turnout were registered in the south¬ 
ern governorace of Tafileh, about 82 percent, and in the three bed¬ 
ouin constituencies. The lowest was in urban centers like Salt, some 
of Amman's districts and Zerqa. Bnt voter turnout across the nation 
was much higher than that of 1989. About 68 percent voted, of 
those who collected their voter cards, compared to 1989's 49.8 per¬ 
cent. Hie number of female voters exceeded that of male voters in 
most districts, especially in bedouin districts. 

Also, this was the first fully-televised election, with up-to-date 
computer-fed information being aired to the public until the final 
results were announced. Jordan Television and Radio must be con¬ 
gratulated on the way they covered the ejection process in almost 
every pan of the Kingdom. 

With the 12th Parliament now ready to assume its responsibilities 
as a legislative body, the rest of the world is looking at tins election 
as a watershed for Jordan in terms of getting closer to signing a 
peace treaty with Israel But the question that must be asked is: Did 
J ordanians'yote fee „Rr„a£ 3 iost the. peace process in this election?: Or 
was the issue ofUJ^peace- process absent frofn^WbliC mfrtif&tlltfpc 
geiher? Another'question thalfiuiSfbe looked into is:1)id the IAF 
lose or maintain partial gains? We have a feeling that one can 
hardly make absolute judgments at this point But with IAF candi¬ 
dates winning seats in constituencies from the north to the south it 
is certain that the slogan "Islam is the solution" still appeals to a 
majority of Jordanians. 


Peace process goes underground 

■ Since the signing at the White House on 13 September of the 
agreement between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion. the culmination of months of secret negotiations in Oslo, the 
official peace process seems to have ran ont of fuel altogether. For¬ 
mal negotiating tracks in Washington have been in indefinite 
recess, while it now appears that more secret, behind-the-scenes 
contacts are being held between Israel and its enemies. In fact, sen¬ 
ior Israeli officials have openly called on Syria, Lebanon and Jordan 
to initiate secret negotiations with Israel along the lines of the PLO- 
Israeli talks. Syria has rejected such offers and so did Lebanon. But 
recent revelations point to the possibility of such talks taking place 
although intermit¬ 
tently. Adding to 
recent specula¬ 
tions is the state¬ 
ment of Israeli 
Foreign Minister, 

Shimon Peres, on 
Israeli TV asking 
the public to 
"remember the 
third of Novem¬ 
ber." He said pub¬ 
licly that "several 
surprises" are pos- 

Slkl in the S' few days. Mr Peres, the architect of the secret 

negotiations with the PLO, disappeared last Thursday 

hours leaving reporters to speculate on wAeOerhe‘ 

cus or Amman. For a while Amman was the favorite among US and 

Israeli news media, but speculation soon died out when it became 

impossible to corroborate that guess. The 

earlier this week that Israeli and Synan defense offia^sh^ metrn 
Europe to discuss security arrangements in tbe Golan, but Syna 
dewnibed these reports as "baseless." The same paper also reported 
thatTordan and Iml were on the ve^e of resolving term out 
lilid in the framework of the agreement they signed m Wastongton 
.. c-iy^mher But the paper quoted one source as saying that 

Bui it quoted another source as saying that Mr IDfjjrc 5 

of the peace talks, and Martin Indyk. head of Middle 

Mr*®# 

secrecy around the talks which resumed again this week. 


I - , 

'Jordan has emerged stronger.. 

Continued from page 1 


‘“SKTjffi?when asked whcthar hc cxpecKd to cteh 

ih the views of fundamentalist militants set on blocjang a peace treaty 
wiS Israel “1 don't find anything in our Islam justifying opposition to 

* „h* "We are all brothers in this nanon. 

jusl peace, ^ y j ng said that "some progress has been 

&SolSSil with Israel. Bui be pointed out that 
has £n dne under the floodlights, like in tins room, 


■ SiSSwSdlww an agenda for peace and economic rooj^- 
S ^ are involved jn a peace precess. and » 

ongoing, and 1 don't want to say any more. ■ 

, LA TIMES-WASHINGTON post N«s sente! and local reports 


On Tuesday, the day after election day. His Majesty King Hussein talked with journalists at the press center set up at the Royal 
Cultural Center. His Majesty expressed his satisfaction with the voting process in the Kingdom’s first multi-party elections in 
almost four decades. He voiced his hopes that newly elected deputies will live up to their responsibilities towards die Jordanian 
people who elected them. "What we hope for is that this Parliament will serve citizens and will be far away from slogans and loud 
voices and that [they] will shoulder their responsibilities," he said HRH Prince Hasson, Prime Minister Majali and Chief of the 
Royal Court Sharif Zaid Ben Shaker attended the conference~ 


Focus 


Tribalism wins the day in 
Amman's Fifth District 


By Ben Wedman- 
Spedal to The Star 


VOTERS IN the Fifth District 
have scored a major victory for 
tribalism in Jordan. Four candi¬ 
dates competed for five seats in 
the Fifth District, which com¬ 
prises Suwailah, Jubaflia, Wadi Ai 
Sir, Mad AJ Ham mam. Naour. 
Khalda and Tla’ El Ali. The'Fifth 
District was the scene of heated 
competition between tribal and 
Islamist candidates. 

Out of the four Muslim seats up 
for grabs, three went to leading tri¬ 
bal figures, and the district's one 
Circassian seat went to a middle- 
of-the-road candidate. The Islamic 
Action Front's Dr Hammam Sa'id. 
however, won 3.690 votes, the 
largest single bloc in the Fifth Dis¬ 
trict. Khali d AI Ajarmeh from the 
powerful tribe of the same name 
..mame in second with 3,308 votes. 
*Abd Musa Nafcar j MK>k 
seat with 3,237 VGteS and MiflST 
AI Lawzi the fourth with 2,963 
votes. Munir Sawbar won the dis¬ 
trict's one Circassian seat with 
2303 votes. 

While tribal elements couldn't 
be happier, the IAF is calling fouL 
Sources close to Hammam Sa'id 
claim that ballots in 12 of tbe 
boxes were never counted. ”1 am 
very happy that Sa'id has won, but 
very upset with many other things 
in this election," a Sa'id supporter 
mid The Star. "The results for the 
IAF in tbe Fifth District are noth¬ 
ing near what we had hoped for. 
We are very frustrated," said an 
official, at the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood, the lAFs mother organiza¬ 
tion. It was widely expected that 
the IAFs other leading candidate, 
Mohamed Abu Fans, would also 
win a seat. 

The day after the election die 
atmosphere in Sa'id's bouse was 
calm, with just a few well wishers 
sitting quietly in Sa'id's living 
room. Said himself was asleep 
upstairs, recovering from several 
days of non-stop campaigning. 
For many of the men at his house, 
their candidates' victory was bit¬ 
ter-sweet. 

In tbe tribal camp, however, tea 
and coffee were flowing, and 
sleeves were rolling up for hearty 
mansafs. Hundreds of supporters 
of Sheikh Mifleh AI Lawzi gath¬ 
ered at tbe sheikh's luxurious pal¬ 
ace near Jubaiha. Sitting on plastic 


K 


Last minute campaigning 


. . 

-chairs on die green lawrrr 'hun¬ 
dreds of men discussed the 
sheikh's victory as if it were their 
own. 

Inside, women supporters sat 
calmly on sofas, chairs and cush¬ 
ions. talking quietly among them¬ 
selves. Pandemonium broke out 
when an Australian television 
crew showed 


crew showed 

up; as the cam- j 

era-man f ;'‘ v :»• •' '• ;* 

entered the V • ' 

room dozens of 
women jumped 
to their feet and 
began to sing, 
ululate, dance 
and wave orna¬ 
mental swords. 

Other won n 
ran up to con¬ 
gratulate Abu 
Salah (as his 
supporters 
affectionately 
call him) as Lhe 
camera rolled 
Tribal lead¬ 
ers must be 

credited for - 

their honesty: 

people like Sheikh AI Lawzi run 
tor Parliament to serve their con¬ 
stituency, not to champion an ide¬ 
ology. And nothing could suit 
Sheikh AI Lawzi’s supporters 
more. ''No matter what problem 
we have, we know Abu Salah will 
always help us. His door is open 


■iu3 • ;n. io 

"aH~the time, day and night," said 
Ahmed AI Zubaidi, a beaming AI 
Lawzi backer. "We want someone 
from this earth, who comes from 
among us, not from out of the 
blue. We don’t want a deputy who 
only comes around when ifs time 
for an election. I voted for Abu 
Salah because I was confident he 
would serve the 
jg al people of the 
Fifth District," AI 
• * Zubaidi said 

Basking in his 
triumph. Sheikh 
AJ-Lawzi was 
quick to counter 
suggestions that 
tribalism is out of 
place in modem 
Jordan. 'Tribal¬ 
ism will never 
disappear from 
Jordan because it 
rests on a firm 
foundation," he 
told The Star. 
Tribes, he said, 
are "parties with¬ 
out an organiza¬ 
tional base.” 
Sheikh AI Lawzi 
said his duty as deputy was to 
serve his constituency, "whether 
privately or publicly,” and in so 
doing he serves the country. He 
discounted (he possibility of any 
irregularities in the election. 

Observers had expected the IAF 
io do belter in the Fifth District. 


- - • and many representatives 

of tribal candidates were 
suggesting on election 
day that the IAF was 
assured two of the area's 
five seats. 

> Allegations of wrong- 

p CT doing aside, the atmos- 
Br phere outside the voting 
HyL| . stations couldn't have 
been more festive. 
. Throughout Amman's 

uM fifth Electorate District, 
HWB voters wem to the polls 
with a sense of optimism 
Bktl that defied much of the 
scepticism which pre- 
wdm ’ ceded the event. While 
aNM 1 the atmosphere at die 
fedM? polling stations was 
gSM* charged, there was no 
Mi tension, and polling offi- 
dais were calm and con¬ 
fident. A security offi- 
. , dal in Suwailah told 
, nri j i The Star that voting had 
gone on throughout the day with¬ 
out a hitch. He credited tbe elec¬ 
tion center at the Ministry of Inter¬ 
ior with quickly resolving any 
mix-ups. 

Patriotism seemed to triumph 
over politics. 'We are in a mixed 
area, with both Palestinians and 
tribesmen, but everyone today is 
Jordanian, 1 ’ Abdul Majid Abdul¬ 
lah, IAF transport coordinator for 
Wadi-AI-Sir, told The Star. Abdul¬ 
lah had a staff of 20 people work¬ 
ing the neighborhood organizing 
cars and buses to take voters to the 
polls. 

Transporting voters from home 
and workplace to polling station 
seemed to be a major preoccupa¬ 
tion on voting day. Throughout 
the fifth District, buses, vans, cars 
and pick-up trucks plastered with 
candidate's posters' rushed through 
the streets, staying in close touch 
with operations centers. Some 
campaign workers, however, 
warned that giving a voter a ride 
didn't mean they would pay with a 
vote, "when you provide a bus, a 
lot of the people are just taking 
advantage of you. With a car, you 
know who your supporters are," 
said a worker for Nahar Al- 
Ajarmeh in Marj AI Hammam. 

Whether it was tribalism or 
transportation that won the vote, 
the flamboyant representatives of 
Amman's fifth District are likely 
to be leading actors in the coun¬ 
try's new parliament. ■ 


Election results reflect change 
in voting pattern 

Continued from page 1 


ditional and conservative out¬ 
looks, elected on the basis of patri¬ 
mony and governed by clientalist 
connections. The ideologically 
based parties, five of which won a 
seat each, win remain a minority 
in Parliament (including Islamic 
Action Front Parliamentarians). 

The question of peace in the 
region was a factor in these elec¬ 
tions. But it was only one factor 
among many other less important 
and mundane factors. Conse¬ 
quently, to suggest that these elec¬ 
tions were a referendum on peace 
is a large exaggeration and an 
indulgence in reductionism. Jorda¬ 
nians are well aware of the fact 
that there is no alternative to 
peace; even (he ideologically 
orientated parties from the Isla¬ 
mists to the left of the center, who 
actually oppose the peace negotia¬ 
tions have indicated (even on the 
pages of this paper), their unwill¬ 
ingness to disrupt the process or 
oppose the government in its 
endeavors in this regard. 

Consequently, the shift in Jorda¬ 
nian voting patterns away from 
narrow ideological issues is not 
related solely to the peace process. 



The 11th Parliament: How win the new deputies address the 
issues of the day? 


For whether tbe next parliament is 
dominated bv a conservative 
majority—which it wiU be—or 
under the influence of the Isla¬ 
mists and their allies, the peace 
process will continue to progress. 


The shift in Jordanian voting 
patterns is largely connected to the 
gradual political maturity of the 
Jordanian electorate, and the shed¬ 
ding of false idealism and unquali¬ 
fied expectations from their 


respective representatives. The 
war of slogans failed to attract the 
electorate away from the war on 
want Candidates with exaggerated 
slogans and heroic words were 
dropped by the electorate for can¬ 
didates with realistic programs and 
attainable goals. The concept 
of utilitarianism was applied 
by the Jordanian electorate in 
choosing candidates that will 
help alleviate their daily bur¬ 
dens and help make their 
environment more hospitable. 
Deputies with local concerns 
who are thought to have been 
capable of solving many of 
their electoral districts' prob¬ 
lems have been re-elected. 

It is true that, the political 
and economic agendas have 
been absent from the pro¬ 
grams of the candidates, but 
the democratic process is a 
long one; more importantly, it 
is an unending experience. 
The electorates have emerged 
from tiie previous Parliamen¬ 
tary experience to vote in a 
completely different manner 
and under completely differ¬ 
ent circumstances. In the 
recent elections, therefore, 
the future holds no limits for 
Jordanian democracy, and 
political parties will undoubtedly 
play a more active role in tbe life 
of ali Jordanians, for democracy 
has been institutionalized in Jor¬ 
dan. ■ 






Elections: What now? 

V So the game of elections has ended and it is behind us now. But 
for those elected, the game has just begun—what lays ahead is what 
matters. The deputies may yet have underestimated the amount of 
trouble they have asked for. After Monday's personalities' raffle one 
may ask himself: What now? Will deputies vote for change? These 
are unsealed times: Peace in the context of tomorrow needs decisive 
steps now. Should we take them? The economy and peace are insep¬ 
arable issues: Where is the equilibrium equation? How can we bal¬ 
ance emotion against reason—change against tradition? 

Legislation is a difficult business. In experienced democracies, 
large amounts of monies are channeled into researching laws and 
anticipating effects. Here, there is little money and less research 
material. Will we see a serious development in the information sec¬ 
tor? Change is elusive and very recurrent these days, and so deci¬ 
sions are made uneasily, requiring speed and tenacity simultane¬ 
ously. Deciding on the free zoning of Aqaba has been shelved 
forever. So, will today's deputies pick it off the shelf? We haven't 
handled change well in the past and so we were punished by missing 
many chances along prosperity road. 

Tbe string of unanswered questions continues thus: Should we 
proceed with the economic adjustment agenda? What is blocking 
foreign investments? How can we manage public finances more 
efficiendy? How should we deal with the nascent Palestinian state? 
Do we have a national unity problem? Is corruption rooted in our 
society? In what ways can we win back Jordan's countryside? How 
can we boost industrial performance? What policies should we forge 
to enhance exports? How much bureaucracy is too much bureau¬ 
cracy? And how about the issues of privatization, brain drain, tour¬ 
ism. the environment, human rights? It is a vicious cycle of issues 
and one needs to start somewhere. So where will they start? 

The deputies can choose to only see the gnat on their noses. But 
the problems are much bigger and wider. Over three million eyes 
are fixed on the future. And the answers! Well, no one promised 
them deputies a rose garden! 


Jordan Industrial Estates Corplays down 
industrial foundation ! 

■ The Prime Ministry approved the Jordan Industrial Estates Cor¬ 
poration's (JIEC) plan to develop various areas in the Kingdom as 
bases of industry. The project, similar io the Sehab Industrial City, 
comes as many investors are considering Jordan a center for their 
operations in the region. According to Dr Fayiz Soheimat, general 
manager of JIEC, a two-year plan has been finalized to implement 
this major project in Amman, Balqa, Ma'an. Tafeileh. Karak, Salt 
and tbe Jordan Valley. 

Jordan needs to develop an export-led economy to gain financial 
independence and to compete effectively in the region. However, 
the Kingdom's infrastructure will need to meet a level of require¬ 
ments before enhancing its overall chances for industrial prosperity. 
Such developments have been slow and JEICs project should fur¬ 
ther the cause of industrial expansion. "The idea of industrial estates 
is to have Government lay down the infrastructure: Electricity, 
roads, telephones, sewage, buildings and water among other devel¬ 
opments. And then to lease these facilities to manufacturers.” 

"Hie phase we are going through now is to purchase [lands], on 
which industrial estates would be developed. We have already pur¬ 
chased land for these developments in Salt," says Dr SoheimaL The 
projects of JIEC. a government agency, promote better environment 
since industry will be centered in specific areas. This will make gov¬ 
ernment monitoring of industrial operations an easier job. Accord¬ 
ing to Dr Soheimat, the tenders are almost ready and soon they will 
be offered on the market. 

Tbe Government intends to build similar facilities outside Amman 
for light industries like general maintenance, mechanics and crafts 
and encourage the location of present industry. 


Hikmat launches Information! 

H A new service division has been introduced by Hi! 


VA new service division has been introduced by Hikmat Interna¬ 
tional organizers of Jordan's international fairs. Hikmat's new divi¬ 
sion has been dubbed Information; it offers more than 40,000 
names, addresses, telephones, facsimile and telex numbers, commer¬ 
cial activities, ownership and other business details for its custom¬ 
ers. But that's not all; the information is offered on a data-base sys¬ 
tem and can be accessed via telephone lines. One can then circulate 
his offers to sell and receive the enquiries of members. "By 1994 
Information (the service) will be expanded into other Middle East¬ 
ern countries. By June 1994 Information will be connected to more 
than 100 databases around the globe via international networks," 
says Mr Walid Hikmat, head of Hikmat International. The company 
will also distribute, free of charge, a monthly trade bulletin that con¬ 
tains business opportunities, inquiries, offers and advertisements. 
Other services similar to Hikmai's are offered by tbe Amman World 
Tirade Center. 


Remittances 

M Remittances by Jordanian expatriates have been a major source 
of income. Yet this source of income flattened following the Gulf 
War. Jordan was punished for not showing unequivocal support for 
tbe Kuwaiti cause. Most Jordanian expatriates, mainly in Kuwait, 
were asked to leave their jobs and a good number were evicted after 
the war. However, it seems that the negative growth trend of expa¬ 
triate remittances witnessed in 1990 and 1991 is turning. Remit¬ 
tances climbed up to JD571 million, an increase of 87 percent, in 
1992, Preliminary figures for 1993 indicate that remittances for the 
first six months of 1993 reached JD363 million, compared to JD217 
million in tbe previous year for the same period. But remittances in 
1992 were offset by a 41 percent increase in an outflow of capital, 
equalling JD59 million. In the first six months of this year the out¬ 
flow of capital reached JD30.2 million, an increase of 3.4 percent 
from last year for tbe same period. 
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A beacon of hope 


MONDAY'S PARLIAMENTARY election marked an important watershed for Jor¬ 
dan and for all Jordanians. It has consolidated democracy and pluralism in this coun¬ 
try by facilitating a smooth and healthy transfer of power from one elected Lower 
House to another. 

It is a watershed because of the considerable number of people who cast their 
votes, which reflected people's awareness of the issues. The elections also empha¬ 
sized the plurality of the system because of the number of candidates with diverse 
opinions. Most importantly, it was a free and fair election reflecting the mood and 
ambitions of the Jordanian people. 

In short, the elections are a bright spot in our national histoiy and will be remem¬ 
bered as such. 

As Jordanians, our gratitude goes to His Majesty King Hussein. It was he who 
weighed all the options and decided that the elections should be held on time. It was 
he who guaranteed its fairness and integrity. By appealing to their sense of national 
duty, the King inspired all Jordanians to head to the polls and elect those who will 
serve them best. 

The end result is probably a more balanced, a more realistic. Lower House, whose 
duties will include economic reforms and the political evolution of the country. In 
that sense we have won as Jordanians, regardless of our personal preferences. The 
new House should reflect the needs and ambitions of all Jordanians, not those of an 
exclusive class or club. The 12th Parliament, we hope, will meet its responsibilities. 

This campaign has also witnessed the election of Jordan's first woman deputy. 
This important development should give Jordanian women hope for increased repre¬ 
sentation in the future. 

This election should also give us ample material for study and analysis. For in¬ 
stance, we should learn the reasons why political parties, participating for the first 
time since the late fifties, have failed to appeal to the masses. Political parties should 
understand that they have a tough mission in rising to people's expectations and am¬ 
bitions. 

It is with a sense of pride that we march on, drawing on the unlimited reserve of 
our own personal and national resources. No doubt the coming days and weeks will 
be fraught with challenges, both internal and regional. But now our house is in or¬ 
der, our system is working and our goals and priorities outlined, progress should not 
prove too difficult. -. ” 

Jordanians should also be proud that democracy in Jordan has survived and that in 
the end, popular participation in the decision-making process is alive and well, and 
that Jordan has become a mecca for Arabs seeking freedom and dignity in an Arab 
world that lost its way. 

We hope that our modest experiment will be looked upon by neighboring Arab 
countries not as a threat or as a challenge, but as a beacon of hope and inspiration. ■ 



Flames threatened to engulf a muldmUlion-dollar home in the hills above Malibu, California, 
home to stars suck as Madonna and All McGrow. One resident said, "This is heU. / am expect¬ 
ing to see Satan come out at anytime now." The fire was started by an arsonist which Santa Ana 
winds swept out of control and which destroyed some 30,000 acres and more than 300 buddings . 
A $ 250,000 reward has been offered for information leading to the arrest of die arsonist. 
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By Osama El Sherif 

REGARDLESS OF how the 12th 
Parliament will look after the 8 
November elections, Jordanians 
should feel proud that it_ was 
democracy that won the day in die 
end. We should never underesti¬ 
mate the political sod economic 
pressures that this country has 
gone through since the last elec¬ 
tions were held in 1989. We 
should never belittle the fact that 
Jordan's democratic experiment 
remains a unique occurrence in an 
Arab world that has resisted dem¬ 
ocratic ideals for such a long time. 
And we should not ignore the fact 
that Jordanian democracy has won 
us more criticism than praise by 
our neighbors, who continue to 
feel embarrassed by it before their 
own populace. 

Since the democratic process 
was launched four years ago, Jor¬ 
dan has been trying to build an 
indigenous model of democracy: 
A model that works not only for 
Jordanians, but for the rest of the 
Arabs as welL Instituting demo¬ 
cratic traditions has not proven 
easy. Democracy in Jordan has 
had its ebbs and flows and like all 
other democracies it has its short¬ 
comings. But having crossed 
many bridges since 1989, Jorda¬ 
nian democracy appears to have 
survived the tumult and challenges 
of the past four years. 

Few people believed that our 
democracy would withstand the 
tribulations of the Gulf War, and 
even fewer people thought that 
democracy would thrive when the 
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whole region was caving in under 
internal and external pressures 
caused by that fateful war. 

But with die second elections 
miring place on tfa™, even after 
the political earthquake of the Pal- 
estinian-Israeli accord of Septem¬ 
ber, tin disbelievers can hardly be 
counted. Democracy is here to 
stay, not as an interim political 
arrangement, but as a way of life- 
But wc should never be satis¬ 
fied with our democratic experi¬ 
ment Democracy is a system of 
continuous political, social and 
economic evolution. One should 
not be harsh in judging Jordan's 
experiment at a certain moment in 
time. Considering the ripeness of 
our-democratic tradition, regional 
and internal challenges, and the 
fed that popular participation is 
s till weak, the net outcome of the 
last four years could be described 
as positive rather than negative. 
Among other things, the latest 
elections may have pointed out 
certain defects in the electoral sys¬ 
tem, which should be addressed 
by the 12th Parliament There is 
also die role of Jordanian women 
in the political and legislative life 
of the country—a role that should 
be given the importance it 


deserves in future legis- 
lations. Bin what is 
even more important 1 is 
the institutionalization 
of idteindcratic traditions 
in our country—from 
political ' campaigning 
and electioneering, to 

public participation . in - 
the voting process. 

■ The sew Parliament 
will have, to do moto; 
than address the wide- 
ranging : issues : that' 
occupy all of us. Depu- ■ ■ = v 
ties should strive to can-. ; 
tribute to tiie democratic process: 1 
itself. This is easier' said thart 
done, but one hopes that the next 
Parliament will realize that its idle 
will «wfer slightly from that-of-fbe 
11th one. The last Pariiament- takes 
pride in having introduced. and 
reformed laws without which. 
democracy would not exist. These . 
include the political parties, the; 
press and publications and tins 
public liberties laws. 

The 12th Parliament should- 
focus more on working with the 
Government to deal with tbe eco- 
nomic problems that Jordan faces' 
today. Unemployment, poverty, 
shortage of affordable noosing. 



health, environment.- investments, 
.-development and other issues will 
" need the continuous attention of 
our representatives. 

' It is by working with the Gov¬ 
ernment on these issues that the 
12th- 1 Pariiament will be able to 
contribute to the development of 
political awareness among all Jor¬ 
danians. The role of-Parliament 
must be redefined in the light of 
ouf recent experience. , In fact our 
understanding of democracy must 
change to meet with the realities 
that fece our country. Peoples 
expectations of democracy in 1989 
had . exceeded the potential of any 
Parliament. But the failure of the 


last Parliament in 
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yfi This election has com* 

when Jordan is al a 
both politically 

With the peace process ente ring a 
crucial stage, the 12th ParUwnatf 
Sill have to rise above politimj 
a„d tribal affiliations, to deal v£b 
issues affecting our lives as Jprw- 
Sfrom auwaltjof BffcSo 
we are learning the ABCs of 
democracy, and what * needed 
now is to use what hjve 
learned, so that in the end. democ¬ 
racy will reflect our strengths, -nut 
our weaknesses. I 

Osama El-Sharif is Publisher 
and Editor-4n-CUef of The Star. 


Islam and the West: 

Misunderstandings despite shared values 



THE LINKS between Islam and 
the West matter more today than 
ever before, because the degree of 
misunderstanding between the 
two worlds remain dangerously 
high and because the need for the 
two to live- and work together in 
our increasingly interdependent 
world. At the same time I am only 
too well aware of the minefields 
which lie across the path of the 
inexpert traveler who is bent on 
exploring this difficult route. But 
pertiaps, when all is said and done, 
it is worth recalling an Arab prov¬ 
erb: What comes from the lips 
reaches the ears. What comes 
from the heart reaches the heart* 

The depressing fact is that 
despite the advances in technol¬ 
ogy and mass communications of 
the second half of the 20th Cen¬ 
tury. despite mass travel die inter¬ 
mingling of races, the ever grow¬ 
ing reduction of the mysteries of 
-our : .world, misunderstandings 
between Islam and the West con¬ 
tinue. Indeed, they may be grow¬ 
ing. As far as the West is con¬ 
cerned, this cannot be because of 
ignorance. There are one billion 
Muslims world-wide. Many mil¬ 
lions of them live in countries of 
the Commonwealth. Ten million 
or more live in the West and 
around one million in Britain. Our 
own Islamic community has been 
growing and flourishing for dec¬ 
ades. There are nearly 588 
mosques in Britain. Popular inter¬ 
est in Islamic culture in Britain is 
growing fast Islam is all around 
us. And yet distrust even fear per¬ 
sist. In the post-Cold War world 
of the 1990s, the prospects for 
peace should be greater than at 
any time in this century. In the 
Middle Bast die remarkable and 
encouraging events of recent 
weeks have created new hope for 
an end to an issue which has 
divided the world and been so dra¬ 
matic a source of violence and 
hatred. 

It is odd. in many ways, that 

misunderstandings between Islam 
and the West persist For that 
which binds our two worlds 
together is so much more power¬ 
ful than that which divides us. 
Muslims. Christians and Jews are 
all ’peoples of the Book.' Islam 
and Christianity share a common 
monotheistic vision; a belief in 
one divine God. 

We share many key values in 
common: respect for knowledge, 
for justice, compassion towards 
the poor and underprivileged, the 
importance of family life, respect 
for parents. 'Honor thy father and 
thy mother* is a Quranic precept 
too. Our history has been closely 
bound up together. There, how¬ 
ever, is one root of the problem. 
For much of that history has been 
one of conflict: fourteen centuries 
too often marked by mutual 
hostility. 

People in this country fre¬ 
quently argue that the Sharia law 
of the Islamic world is cruel, bar¬ 
baric and unjust Oar newspapers, 
above all love to peddle those 
unthinking prejudices. The truth 
is, of course, different and always 
more complex. My own under¬ 
standing is that extremes, like the 
cutting off of hands, are rarely 
practiced. The guiding principle 
and spirit of Islamic law, taken 
straight from the Qur'an, should 
be those of equity and compas¬ 
sion. We need to study its actual 
application before we make judg¬ 
ments. We must distinguish 
between systems of justice admin¬ 
istered with integrity, and systems 
of justice as wc may see them 
practiced which have been 
deformed for political reasons into 
something no longer Islamic. We 
must bear in mind the sharp 
debate taking place in the Islamic 
world itself about the extent of the 
universality or timelessness of 
Sharia law. and the degree to 
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which the application of that Jaw 
is continually changing and 
evolving. 

We should also distinguish 
Islam from the customs of some 
Islamic states. Another. obvious 
Western prejudice is to judge the 
position of women in Islamic soci¬ 
ety. Yet Islam is not a monolith 
and the picture is not simple. 
Remember, if you will that 
Islamic countries like Turkey, 
Egypt and Syria gave women the 
vote as early as Europe did its 
women—and much earlier than in 
Switzerland! In those countries 
women have long enjoyed equal 
pay, and the opportunity to play a 
full working role in their societies. 
The rights of Muslim women to 
property and inheritance, to some 
protection if divorced, and to the 
conducting of business, were 
rights prescribed by the Qur'an 
twelve hundred years ago, even if 
they were not everywhere trans¬ 
lated into practice. In Britain at 
least, some of these rights were 
novel even to ray grandmother's 
generation! Benazir Bhutto and 
Begum Khaleda Zia became 
prime ministeis in their own tradi¬ 
tional societies when Britain had 
for the first time ever in its history 
elected a female prime minister. 
That, I think, does not smack of a 


medieval society. Women are tin 
not automatically second-class cult 
citizens because they.live in mu 
Islamic countries. We cannot like 
judge the position of women arid 
in Islam aright if we take the utei 
most conservative Islamic - mei 
states as representative of the Em 
whole. For example, the veil- afic 
ing of women is not at all uni- j 
vasal across the Islamic of i 
world. Indeed, 1 was intrigued wot 
to learn that the custom of poc 
wearing the veil owed much of ] 
to Byzantine and Sassanian fore 
traditions, nothing to the Isla 
Prophet of Islam. ism 

There is much misanddr- nab 
standing m the West about the arid 
nature of Islam, there is also . mei 
much ignorance about die our 
debt our own culture and civ-. At 
ilization owe to the Islamic still 
world. It . is a failure which -$an 
from The'^'seS 
straight jacket of history which we resj 

have inherited. The- medieval nan 
Islamic world, from Central Asia . E 
to the shores of the Atlantic, was a rate 
world where scholars and men of 'Co; 
learning flourished. But because con 
we have tended to see Islam as the tion 
enemy of the West, as an alien cul- oft 
ture, society and system of belief, evei 
we have tended to ignore or erase fed 
its great relevance to our own bis- redi 
lory. For example, we have under- eml 
estimated the importance of 500 aroi 
years of Islamic society and cul- its 
tore in Spain between the 8th and beg 
15th centuries, The contribution of focr 
Muslim Spain to the preservation five 
of classical learning during the roui 
Dark Ages, and to the first flower- war 
fogs .of die Renaissance, has long dorr 
been recognized. But Islamic bear 
Spain was much more than a mere chai 
leader where Hellenistic knowl- that 
edge was kept for later consump- wor 
tion by the emerging modem few 
Western world. Not only did Mus- reft 
lim Spain gather and preserve the fust 
intellectual content of ancient tion 
Greek and Roman civilization, it acqi 
also interpreted and expanded ana 
upon that civilization, and made a ' sibi 
vital contribution of its own. in so one 
many fields of human endea- saci 
vow—in science, astronomy, of j 
mathematics, algebra (itself an som 
Arabic word), law, history^ metfi- rule 


cine, pharmacology, optics, agri¬ 
culture, architecture, theology, 
music. Avenues .and Avenzoor, 
like their counterparts Avicenna 
arid Rbazes in the East, contrib¬ 
uted to the study and practice of 
medicine in ways from which 
Europe benefited for centuries 
afterwards. 

Islam, can teach us today a way 
of understanding and living in the 
work! which Christianity itself is 
poorer for having lost. At the heart 
of Islam is its preservation of an 
integral view of the Universe. 
Islam—like Buddhism and Hindu¬ 
ism—refuses to separate man and 
nature, religion and science, mind 
add matter, arid has preserved a 
metaphysical and ratified view of 
ourselves and the world around us. 
At -the core of Christianity: there 
still lies an. integral view of the 
^anctUy or fo^ ^ri d^^^ ajglqar 

rapfflmhility 'given to us for bur 
natural surroundings. 

But the West graduallylost this 
integrated virion of the world with 
’Copernicus and Descartes and the 
coming of the scientific revolu¬ 
tion. A comprehensive philosophy 
of nature is no longer part of our 
everyday beliefs. I: cannot help 
feeling that, if we could now only 
rediscover that earlier,. all- 
embracing approach .to the world 
around us,, to see and. understand 
its deeper meaning, we could 
begin to get away from the 
increasing tendency in the West to 
five oh the surface of our sur¬ 
roundings, where we study our 
world in order to manipulate and 
dominate it, turning harmony and 
beaoty into disequilibrium and 
chaos. It is a sad fact, I believe, 
that in so many ways the e* ■ > mal 
world we have created in the last 
few. hundred years has come to 
reflect our own divided and con¬ 
fused inner state. Western civiliza¬ 
tion has become increasingly 
acquisitive and explosive in defi¬ 
ance of our environmental respon¬ 
sibilities. This crudal' sense of 
oneness and trusteeship of the vital 
sacramental and spiritual character 
of the world about ns is surely 
something important we can 
relearn from Islam. I am quite sure 


.some will instantly accuse me«-as 
they usually do, of living in.Uie 
past, of refusing to coma to terms 
with reality and modern life. 'On 
the country, what I am appealing 
-for is a wider, deeper, more care¬ 
ful understanding of our world: for 
a metaphysical as well as material 
dimension ro our lives, in order to 
recognize the balance we have 
abandoned, the absence of which, 
1 believe, will prove disastrous in 
the long term. If the ways of 
thought in Islam and other relig¬ 
ions can help us in that searc h , 
than there are things for us to learn 
in this system of belief which 1 
suggest we ignore at our peril. 

Somehow we have to learn to 
understand each other, and to edu¬ 
cate our children, whose attitudes 
and cultural outlook may be differ¬ 
ent from ours so that they under¬ 
stand too. We have to show trust, 
-- ?n$Ul4i rcspetfarid tolerance, if we 
attriff find the common ground 
between us and work together to 
find solutions. The Islamic and 
Western world can no longer 
afford to revive the territorial and 
political confrontations of the pasL 
. We have to share experiences, to 
explain ourselves to each other, to 
understand and tolerate, and build 
on the positive principles our cul¬ 
tures have in common. That trade 
has to be two-way. Each of us 
needs to understand the impor¬ 
tance of conciliation. I am utterly 
convinced that the Islamic and 
Western worlds have much to' 
learn from each other. Just as foe 
oil engineer in foe Gulf may be 
European, so the heart transplant 
surgeon in Britain . may . be 
Egyptian. 

* These two worlds, the Islamic . 
and foe Western, are at something 
.of a crossroads in their relations. 
We must not let then stand apart. I * 
do not accept foe argument that 
they .are on a course to clash in a 
new era of antagonism. I am 
utterly convinced that our two 
worlds have much to offer each 
other. ■ 

. This is an abridged version of a 
speech made by tbe Prince of 
wales. Prince Charles, at foe 
Oxford Center for Islamic Stud¬ 
ies last month. 
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Franco: A Biography, by Paul 
Preston, Harper Collins, 
London, 1993, £25. 

Reviewed by Brian Crazier 

MODESTLY, THE author of this 
gigantic tome tells us in his prolog 
that "unlike many books on 
Franco, it is not a history of twen¬ 
tieth-century Spain nor an analysis 
of every aspect of the dictatorship, 
but rather a close stndy of the 
man." This it certainly is. But a 
study of the man could be distilled 
in a few pages from the wealth of 
data assembled here. It is in fact 
what Professor Paul Preston dis¬ 
claims it to be: the longest Eng¬ 
lish-language history yet pre¬ 
sented of the epoch spanned by 
Franco's life from his birth in 
1892 to his death in 1975,: not 
excluding my own attempt of A 
generation ago. 

Preston's disclaimer of historical 
intent, however, serves to justify 
some curious omissions which 
tend to tilt the balance of the story 
in Franco's greater disfavor. For 
example, he (rightly) describes foe 
Nationalist atrocities , during foe 
civil war, notably the massacres in 
Malaga, but glosses ova die ran¬ 


dom atrocities -on the 
Republican side before 
and during the conflict. 

He omits any mention 
of the savage, Commu¬ 
nist-instigated persecu¬ 
tion - of the Trotskyist 
POUM (Partido Ohrrero 
de Unification Marx¬ 
ists) which the Republi¬ 
can government was 
based in Barcelona. 

While {again rightly) 
be has much to say 
about Franco's obses¬ 
sive anti-communism, 
be makes only fleeting 
reference to the Repub¬ 
lican premier, Juan 
Negri ji, whose services 
to Stalin - included the 
shipment of $500 mil¬ 
lion. worth of gold to 
Moscow. 

He is nevertheless, 
less explicit than be 
might have been when 
dealing-with Franco's 
systematic reprisals 
after his civil war vic¬ 
tory my own estimate 
of- some' 200,000 execrations was 



prising omission 
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probability of Franco's Jewish ori¬ 
gins, while conceding that both 
Franco ami Bahamonde (tbe mat-, 
ronymic) are common Jewish 
names. (Rightly,; yet again.) he 
quotes anti-Jewish passages from 
Franco's speeches, designed to 
ingratiate himself with Hitler. Yet 
he omits to. mention that F ranco 
offered Spanish citizenship!, to 
Sephardic Jews to enable them to 
refuge from Nazi persecution. 
Still Spanish-speaking, after 450 
years of exile, many of them came 
..back. Many other Jews, were 
altowai through Spain, during foe 
second .world war, on their way to 
safety in-North Africa. In deed, 
therefore, though not in words 
quoted by Preston, franco, was- 
'helpfin to persecuted Jews. \ 

■•J come now, unavoidably, to' 
that old. controversy: Gueroicn. 
Fact?_Myth? Propaganda? Preston 
opts for the first, my option is for ■ 
foe second.and third. In ray view, 
the author is .too readily dismissive ^ 
of aneasiiy verifiable fect-thato*-. 
. weights any tonnage of documents 
and Tlcassoi notoriously , tilled 
- painting; Lfiad begnu to doubt foci 

* Continued on page .5 
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By Carrie NeDe Moye 
Star US correspondent 

w ar America is 
2J? MAJOR deci¬ 

sion. What role are we going to 

a worU 11131 b®* become so 
2 S™ *" ^“8 dubbed a "global 
^age? This is a giant task for 
any president, but the immediate 
dwision must be made by Clinton, 
3 leader who admittedly is rn ,w *h 
more comfortable with domestic 
affairs. 

As the world's only Super 
Power extant, we are faced with 
three choices: isolate ourselves, as 
a loud vocal minority would 
decree; police the world, as virtu¬ 
ally no one espouses but many 
unply by their comments; or wort 
within the framework of an inter¬ 
national organization which, one 
would presume, would be the 
United Nations. 

To examine them one by one; 
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we, as 
a nation, could be concerned not 
just primarily, but only, with our 
own affairs? Maybe then we could 
solve the crime problem, the 
unemployment problem, the infla¬ 
tion problem, the health-care prob¬ 
lem or any other problem on an 
individual citizen's "hit list." In 
1993, is anyone calling for this? 
Certainly they are. Everyone who 
cries aloud, "Let’s get out of (sup¬ 
ply your own location)," is, in 
essence, asking for isolationism; 
everyone who opposes various 
trade agreements—the one of note 
today is NAFTA, the North Amer¬ 
ican Free Trade Agreement —is, 
to some degree, takin g a stand for 
isolationism. 

But history has taught us much. 
Some called for isolationism in 
World War EL In mid 1940, in 
opposition to the first peace-time 
draft, the Selective Service Act, 
isolationists formed a group called 
"American First." This organiza¬ 
tion was unable to prevent selec¬ 
tive service or even to kill one sin¬ 
gle major foreign policy proposal 
of FDR. 

More recently isolationism was 
a cause celebre during and foDow¬ 
ing the Vietnam tragedy and vig¬ 
orously supported by those disillu¬ 
sioned with detente. Known as 
"neo-isolationism," it was sup¬ 
ported by such well known con¬ 
servatives as Walter Lippmann 
who stated,"... neo-isolationism is 
the direct product of foolish glo¬ 
balism. If you think you can run 
the world and then you find out 
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you can't, you withdraw to what 
you can run." 

But in the realistic environment 
with which we are faced today—if 
indeed we are how a global village 
—even if an overwhelming major¬ 
ity of tbe population demanded it, 
would it be possible to be iso¬ 
lated? Absolutely noL 

If we so much as attempted to 
sit alone, just how long would it 
take before one country—or just 
one individual—decided it is its 
destiny to rule the world? How 
many Alexanders, Napoleons, or 
Hitlers are lurking in the shad¬ 
ows? Could it happen? Of course 
it could. We know on tbe surface 
who has THE BOMB. But how 
about those which go unacknowl¬ 
edged (or at least officially). It is 
an open secret that Israel and 


If we enter to 
disseminate food, 
we do that, and 
that is alL If we 
enter to keep the 
peace, we do so, 
and not chase 
warlords prior to 
their attacking us 


South Africa have been cooperat¬ 
ing and experimenting in tins 
arena for years. 

Obviously in 1981, Iraq was 
well on its way to having an 
atomic reactor. "Hie knowledge, if 
not the reactor, remains. China 
continues to test. Pakistan is said 


to be close. — ——-- 

And what 
precisely 
does North 

Korea have? . 

And what ‘ 

about otta- sf 

ers—even • > 

our allies, -*,, 

Hke France? 4 ”* i 4l 

Who is to say s 

another meg- ' 

atomaniac ^ 

will not | 

appear? a 

The point • spr- 

seems fnght- '■. > 5 

emngly clear. : 

We cannot 
afford to 
remain iso- 

laied from i-' 

the world if . 

we want to 
remain in the 
world— 
period. 

Is there one 
single United 

States citizen - 

who advo- 

servLgas the VS President Bi 
world's 
police? Per¬ 
haps there are some would-be 
Rambos. But aside from super 
heroes with super egos counterbal¬ 
anced by dinosaur brains, the men 
and women of America do not 
want to see more American blood 
spilled trying to make the world 
safe for (supply your own name). 
(At least not as a military force 
going in to impose our standards, 
mores, and culture on a people 
who have no concept of, or inter¬ 
est in, what we have to offer other 
than a temporary life-saving 
mission). 

Yet I feel comfortable in gener- 
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alizing that the majority of Ameri¬ 
cans are compassionate. We abhor 
seeing the innocent of the world 
suffer. We despise the dictator, 
the autocrat, even the gang leader. 
We laud fairness and justice. And 
we absolutely melt when con¬ 
fronted with the bloated bellies 
and pleading eyes of suffering 
children, no matter their country 
of birth. 

And ail these characteristics 
about us as a people and a democ¬ 
racy are good. But we cannot, no 
matter bow much we might want 
to, enter an alien country and 
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By Caryle Murphy 

The Washington Post 

CAIRO—TWO months after the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace accord, 
Arab stales continue to rebuff US 
pressures to lift their economic 
boycott of Israel, saying this must 
wait until Israel has concluded 
peace agreements with Syria, Leb¬ 
anon and Jordan. 

The Arab stance comes even as 
the boycott has begun to wither as 
a result of the historic Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement. That pact 
set up several joint committees on 
economic cooperation and paved 
the way for economic discussions 
in Paris between senior Israeli and 
Jordanian officials. 

US officials argue that the lift¬ 
ing of the Arab boycott now 
would give Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin a potent weapon 
against domestic opponents of the 
13 September peace accord and 
build confidence between Israel 
and Arab states. 

Bui Arab governments, sensi¬ 
tive to popular skepticism about 
Israeli intentions, say the time has 
noi yet come to abandon the boy¬ 
cott'imposed by the Arab League 
after Israel was set up in 1948. 

Also aware of their military 
weakness vis-a-vis Israel, Arab 
blares regard the prohibition of 
public and private Arab firms 
from dealing with Israel as one of 
their few bargaining chips with 
ihc Jewish state. 


"The Syrian track has not been 
solved, the Lebanese track has not 
been solved, and the interim 
agreement on the West Bank and 
Gaza hasn't been achieved yet," 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Mousa said in an interview. 

"So there are many issues which 
should be tackled step by step... 
and there has to be a quid pro quo 
in so far as tbe boycott is con¬ 
cerned," Mousa said. Egypt, 
which signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1979, is the only Arab 
country that does not observe tire 
anti-Israeli boycott, although it 
has kept trade with Israel to a 
minimum. 

"Even tbe Americans recognize 
tbe use of the boycott as a peace¬ 
ful means to pressure a country," 
said a senior Kuwaiti official in a 
recent interview. "They have had 
a long-standing economic boycott 
of... Cuba." 

Another motivation for main¬ 
taining the Arab boycott involves 
Arab fears that tbe more sophisti¬ 
cated economy of Israel may dom¬ 
inate regional trade and finance 
once it trades with Arab 
neighbors. 

Senior Arab League official 
Adrian Omran recently told a Syr¬ 
ian newspaper that Western 
efforts to have Arab stales end the 
boycott were meant "to weaken 
tbe Arab position ai the negotia¬ 
tions and to have them drop all 
their cards. Omran, wbo is Syrian, 
charged that "calls for a Middle 


East market," with their "empty 
economic temptations," are "the 
second stage of foreign attempts 
to undermine the concept of Arab 
nationalism." 

But such fears seem hollow to 
other Arabs already embarking on 
open economic ties with IsraeL In 
essence, the Palestinians unilater¬ 
ally abrogated their participation 
in the boycott when they signed 
tbe peace accord. And Israeli For¬ 
eign Ministry Director General 
Uri Savir confirmed to news agen¬ 
cies that he met last week with 
Jordan's key economic policy 
maker, Jawad Anani, at the US 
embassy in Paris on economic 
cooperation. 

Tt is encouraging that we see 
here in Paris... a growing effort to 
couple a political solution with the 
economic development of our 
region," Savir said. 

Moreover, some Arab govern¬ 
ments, particularly in the oik-rich 
Persian Gulf, appear poised to 
take advantage of the "economic 
temptations" so feared by Omran. 
After a meeting between Qatari 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad 
bin Jassdm and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in New 
York, an Israeli Cabinet minister 
announced that Qatar was ready to 
sign a contract to provide natural 
gas to Israel. 

Qatar quickly denied the Israeli 
report and said it was sticking by 
the boycott 

Western diplomats say many 


Spain's little dictator 


Continued from page 4 

attribution of this particular atroc¬ 
ity to the Nazis on reading certain 
German telegrams in ihc captured 
archives of the Wilhelmstrasse. 
When my book came out m 1907, 
Sir Archibald James, a first world 
war airman and former Mr wno 
had closely examined the area 
shonlv after the (partial) distinc¬ 
tion of Guernica in April 1937, 
pointed out to me that exactly 
three-quarters of the small town 
had been destroyed, wheras ore 
quarter was left intact Signifi¬ 
cantly, the surviving quadrangle 
contained the Basque Council 


Chamber, the Tree of Guernica 
and the Church of Santa Maria la 
antigua. Two points arose. Did the 
National sits and the Nazis have 
any special reason to preserve 
these Basque treasures? Clearly 
not, but the Basques did. 

More decisively, as James 
pointed out, such a feat of preci¬ 
sion bombing was simply impossi¬ 
ble in 1937. 

About IS years ago. when 
working on a Spanisb-laMuage 
sequel to my book on Franco 

(Franco: crepusculo due un Horn- 

bre . which Preston docs not seem 
to have consulted). 1 decide^ 
while on a motoring hohday m the 


Basque country, to make a detour 
to Guernica and see for myself. 
Sure enough, the "historic" quad¬ 
rangle was as earlier history had 
left it, while tbe other three quad¬ 
rangles bad new buildings where 
tbe ruins had been. Tbe defenders' 
of tbe myth, including Preston, 
seem strangely reluctant to exam¬ 
ine tins decisive ocular evidence. 
(Incidentally, Picasso was a mem¬ 
ber of the French Communist 
Party at the time not an irrelevant 
fact). 

When all this is said one is still 
left with a splendidly detailed, 
well written study of an extraordi¬ 
nary career and of the complex 


Arab countries would like to take 
advantage of such economic 
opportunities, but none wants to 
get ahead of the pack and risk 
being charged with prematurely 
caving in to Israeli and US 
pressure. 

"We'd like a legal frame from 
the Arab League to lift the boy¬ 
cott," said the Kuwaiti official. 

Most Arab states also observe a 
so-called "secondary" boycott pf 
foreign firms and banks that have 
substantial business with Israel, 
refusing to deal with them antes 
they cut their financial ties with 
Tel Aviv. 

Getting this secondary boycott 
formally rescinded has been 
another focus of recent US diplo¬ 
mats, even though it has not 
always been strictly applied by 
Arab states. In the wealthy Gulf 
countries, for example, stores are 
stocked with consumer goods 
made by American companies that 
undoubtedly also sell to IsraeL 

"It's never been a highly legalis¬ 
tic or efficient program," a US 
official said of the secondary boy¬ 
cott. which American companies 
are prohibited by law from 
observing. 

Apart from Egypt, only Kuwait 
has officially dropped the secon¬ 
dary boycott, according to 
Kuwaiti officials and Western dip¬ 
lomats in the emirate. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 


character of a man of diminutive 
stature. He became the youngest 
general in Europe since Napoleon, 
was devoutly Catholic and con¬ 
vinced that God had chosen him 
to lead a crusade for "his" (and 
His) Spain. He used Hitler and 
Mussolini for his own ends, 
resisted their pressures to join 
them against Britain and France, 
merged the original Falange with 
Ms Carlist and other supporters. 
He dropped the cumisas viejas 
(old guard) when they had made a 
mess of the economy, turning to 
the technocrats of the Opus Dei, 
wbo were Thatcherite before the 
word was coined, and creating the 
free economy which made it 
impossible for Franquism to sur¬ 
vive Franco—although tbe little 
old Candela was blind to this par¬ 
ticular consequence of the reforms 
over which he bad presided ■ 
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impose our standards unilaterally. 

That leads to the third option; 
working within the framework of 
an international organization. 

There are many—a great, great 
many—who oppose our belonging 
to the various United Nations con¬ 
tingents sent throughout the 
world Indeed a large number 
oppose our belonging to the UN 
period But what would these peo¬ 
ple have us do? Form a new UN? 
Ridiculous. That would be rein¬ 
venting the wheel. 

So what is the answer? If we 
accept the premise that we can be 
neither isolated nor the world’s 
police, then we must work with 
what we have. If we do not like 
what we find we have the where¬ 
withal to strive within the frame¬ 
work to make it better, to reform it 
if you will. 

(1 used to despise those bumper 
stickers which read, "The US: 
Love it or leave it," One of the 
most wonderful things about the 
United States is that we can love it 
dearly and change, through politi- 
‘cal programs, what we do about it. 
When our children misbehave, do 
we kick them out of the house? 
No, we correct them. It is not a 
love-it-or-leave-it situation). To 
me the same is true vis-a-vis the 
United Nations. 

There always have been some 
US leaders who have denigrated 
the UN. Most unfortunately, the 
one person who, in my opinion, 
did more to destabilize, rather 
than to strengthen it as a world 
body which could benefit human¬ 
kind enormously, was our own 
UN Ambassador in the 1980s, 
Jeanne Kirkpatrick. One does not 
appoint the Republican Majority 
Leader to preside over the Demo¬ 
cratic Party. In essence, tins is 
what happened when Reagan 
named the ultra-conservative 
Kirkpatrick to the Ambassador¬ 
ship at the United Nations. Rather 
than working within the system to 
better what she felt was wrong, 
she spoke openly and vehemently 
against the very organization she 
was supposed to use as an Instru¬ 
ment for world peace. She saw to 
it that the United States did not 
m Bay.jfs dues, and as of.Jiamiaiy 1 „ 
r ; «f -tins' year, then US vmras i 


$517.648.604 in arrears. The dam¬ 
age she caused will be a long time 
in healing. 

Yet there are those, even—or 
especially—within our govern¬ 
mental leadership who criticize the 
ineffectiveness of the United 
Nations, apparently not recogniz¬ 
ing our significant contributions to 
its problems. In October, there was 
continual bickering in Congress 
that US forces had no business 
being a part of UN missions "tak¬ 
ing orders from others." There was 
even an attempt— defeated—to 
take away the President's author¬ 
ity. as Comniander-in-Chief. to 
commit our troops. 

If we choose to be a part of an 
organization, and not police the 
world on our own, we shall not 
always be the military command¬ 
ers (nor should be always want to 
be). And it is not in every case in 
our best interest to be. 

(As an aside, of the "Big Seven" 
countries, only two others, Ger¬ 
many and Russia, are delinquent 
in their dues). 

We have a superb US Ambassa¬ 
dor to the UN now. Dr Madeline 
AlbrighL If we want our nation to 
play a major role in achieving and 
maintaining some semblance of 
peace in world affairs, lei us urge 
President Clinton to give Ambas¬ 
sador Albright the financial and 
psychological support, as well as 
the authority, to work within the 
world community to implement 
the various missions to which wc 
commit ourselves. If we enter lo 
disseminate food, we do that, and 
that is all. If we enter to keep the 
peace, we do so. and not chase 
warlords prior to their attacking 
us. 

Then conies the immediate 
question of Haiti. Recently Clinton 
specifically said. "We are not 
sending peace-keeping troops; we 
are not making peace. We are on a 
technical mission." Subsequently 
we have joined other UN- 
sponsored ships to enforce sanc¬ 
tions, hoping to compel Haiti's 
military dictatorship lo allow UN 
forces onto the island to aid in the 
reestablishment of Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide as the duly elected presi¬ 
dent Mr. Clinton, heed your own 
words: we must limit ourselves to 
this task. 

For we still must face Bosnia. In 
the background lurks Korea—And 
China. And facing us bead on. 
dead center, is the Middle East. 

October 24 was United Nations 
Day. Most member countries 
around the world honored this. 
Here in the United States, it was 
noted only by small, disparate 
groups. It was not necessary for 
the US to celebrate overtly. What 
is needed is a pledge to confine 
our actions under the auspice of 
the UN to precisely what we have 
committed them to be. 

Haiti offers us a fresh begin¬ 
ning- 1 * or.-! .i 


Mr Kolleck 


Middle East Bei 

by Khalri Janbek 


THE FINAL results of the Israeli municipal elections, have »hiM\r. 
a distinct shift to the right and Likud. Thirty-six municipality 
were won by Likud, as opposed to the 29 by Labor. The Rjhin 
government s immediate response to the results was that of scare- 
mongering and saw Likud's win as posing an imminent threat tn 
the on-going peace pro¬ 
cess. Likud, in turn did 
not dampen this fear 
who was also involved |3|| tHr 

in saber-ranling. |p|[_ 

Likud's rambunctious *■ 

leader Mr Netanyahu is ™ .Mj 

now demanding a L. 
motion of no- Hf ■ 
confidence in the Labor jPaL - 
government and a gen- f ^ 

f"' ““I?" Hc 5*™ Mr Olmen Mr Kolleck 

that these election 

results have shown the 
opposition of the Israeli 

people to the policies of the government and its' invohenten: r. 
the peace process. 

But Mr Rabin has declared his intentions to pursue the pzj.v 
talks and rejected the possibility of early elections before his ter;:; 
of office runs out in two and a halt year's time. 

The swing of votes from one Israeli party tr» another, and *'r- -r:. 
one municipality lo -another is strictly an Israeli internal matter .inti 
should not effect either the peace process or the Arab aecnJ_ .; 
peace. 

However, what makes the Israeli municipal elections an \r.:? 
and Muslim affair is the case of Jerusalem and the passing o:’ 
municipal leadership from Labor to Likud. But should it really 
make any difference whether it is Likud or Labor that run- :h; 
holy city; isn't it a matter of switching different brands'* 

Rationally speaking, the answer will be categorically in the 
alive. For a start, it is the Labor government that declared the . re. 
of the Dome of the Rock us part of the Stale of Israel, it wa> tim¬ 
ing the reign of the Labor Mayor of Jerusalem Mr Teddy Kolleck. 
that the Arab portion of Jerusalem has been continuously untie: 
threat of extinction by Jewish expansion and encroachment on 
Arab homes. 

So. what is expected from the new Mayor Mr Olmen cannu; he 
any worse than what has been going on under the previous admin¬ 
istration. Mr Olmen has declared openly tluit Jerusalem wil 
always be a Jewish city, something Mr Kolleck did no: say but left 
it to be said by the more astute politician and thjt i> none other 
than Mr Rabin. 

For the Palestinians particularly, and the Arabs generally, to 
worry about the new administration in Jerusalem and its future 
actions and their implications regarding the peace process, is a 
total waste of effort and thought. For Jerusalem is still technically 
and militarily an occupied city, and its East portion is internation¬ 
ally recognized as being not part of Israel. 

So whether Olmen or Kolleck is sitting in the driver’s scat, the 
fate of Jerusalem, and the whole peace process at large, will not be 
determined by municipal elections. More importantly, the whole 
Arab and Muslim worlds do not recognize the Israeli occupation, 
so why should the Likud victoiy change anything in the Arab and 
Muslim outlooks regarding the illegality of the occupation? In any 
case, the fate of Jerusalem is not included in the Palestinian-Isracii 
negotiations, and the Islamic responsibility for the holy sites will 
not be changed by the mere advent of an Israeli politician from 
one political color or another. The peace negotiations will con¬ 
tinue, because the whole world wants peace for our region. Nei¬ 
ther Mr Olmert and his egotistical statements, nor anyone else can 
stop the process. The Israeli Municipal elections are nothing more 
than the mid-term blues experienced by a ruling government, 
reflected by an increasingly disgruntled people voting on issues of 
a sodo-economic nature. ■ , f ■/ • s: ^ * 
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Jordan celebrates King's birthday 

A modem slate 



future 


AMMAN (Star)—Jordan will cel¬ 
ebrate Sunday the birthday of His 
Majesty King Hussein, one of the 
most distinguished occasions in 
Jordan's modem history. King 
Hussein hjs bom on 14 Novem¬ 
ber 1935 in Amman. He was 
raised close to his grandfather, the 
late King Abdallah! founder of the 
Kingdom, who affected the young 
prince in mam- ways. 

The young Prince Hussein grew 
up in Amman with his brothers 
and sisters in an ordinary house 
where the family enjoyed the love 
and protection of his father, the 
late King Talji. and his mother. 
Queen Zain AI Shuraf. the Queen 
Mother. 

Prince Hussein joined the 
Ahliya kindergarten in Amman 
when he was !l*. e. he then moved 
to the Islamic Scientific College in 
Jabal Amman. Later on he went to 
Alexandria, where he entered Vic¬ 
toria College. In 1950 he was 
admitted to''Harrow College in 
England. 

King Hussein was crowned 
monarch of Jordan on 11 August 
1952. Since he was only 17 years 
old. a council of custodians was 
appointed until the young King 
reached IS years of age. He 
assumed his constitutional powers 
on 2 May 1953. During that year 
the King finished a course at 
Sandhurst Military College in 
England. 

Under King Hussein. Jordan 
developed quickly from a small 
impoverished country into a mod¬ 
em state. King Hussein's vision 
for Jordan was realized as the 
country assumed a central role in 
regional and Arab affairs. But 
most importantly. Jordan found 
itself face to face with the chal¬ 
lenges made clear by Israel's 
expansion in Palestine and the 
resulting wave of Palestinian refu¬ 
gees. Since 1948. under the late 
King Abdallah. Jordan fought in 
all Arab-Israeli wars, defending 
Palestinian and Arab rights. But 



The Royal Hashemite family 


more importantly, it was the coun¬ 
try that received'hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Palestinian refugees 
offering them shelter and 
protection. 

Jordan's policy under King 
Hussein has always been based on 
the principles of the Great Arab 
Revolt, ignited by the Hashemites 
against the Ottoman occupation. 
These principles were incorpo¬ 
rated into the ideals and values of 
the modern state of Jordan. That's 
why Jordan continues to play a 
crucial role in the Arab-Israeli 
problem and has taken exceptional 
stands to defend the people of 
Palestine. 

After the war of 1967. Jordan 
was among the first countries to 
accept UN resolution 242 which 
called for the exchange of land For 
peace. And in response to Arab 
and Palestinian demands, it recog¬ 
nized the PLO as the sole and 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people. It offered that 


organization help and 
when needed in order 
to assert the Palestin¬ 
ian identity on Pales¬ 
tinian soil. 

In 19SS. King Huss¬ 
ein took another 
important step in sup¬ 
porting Palestinian 
rights and the PLO by 
disengaging adminis¬ 
trative and legal ties 
between Jordan and 
the West Bank. That 
move helped the PLO 
move to the forefront 
in world arenas as the 
only representative of 
the’ Palestinian peo¬ 
ple—a step which cul¬ 
minated in Israel's rec¬ 
ognition of the PLO in 
September 1993. 

In addition to main¬ 
taining a centrist pol¬ 
icy based on mutual 


assistance onciliation, Jordan under King 


Hussein became an active member 
of the world community. Jorda¬ 
nian troops serve in a number of 
countries under the banner of the 
UN as peacekeepers. Because of 
its policies, Jordan has won the 
respect and friendship of many 
countries and leaders. 

Internally, Jordan continues to 
develop its infrastructure, agricul¬ 
ture, industry, telecommunica¬ 
tions, education and health facili¬ 
ties. Its population is among the 
youngest and mosr highly edu¬ 
cated in the world. Furthermore, 

recent liberalization policies have 
provided enough incentives for 
the private sector to contribute to 
the recent economic adjustment 
measures while foreign invest¬ 
ments have been on the increase. 

In 1989, King Hussein 
announced that the reasons which 
caused the country's democratic 
life to be suspended since 1967, 
were to be removed: as a result, 
free and fair elections were held in 
November of that year for a 
Lower House of Parliament. 

Jordan's democratic experiment 
presented itself as a unique model 
in the Arab world since the 11th 
Parliament was able to pass a 
□umber of important bills on pub¬ 
lic liberties and press freedom. ■ 
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By Anne Fairbairp 

While the sun-star rests beyond the west, 

/ move through shadowed veils of sleep 
to a lucent, spilling spring of dreams, 
where, lustra! to the flesh and soul, _ 
the primal waters cf this source _ - 
are spirit-flowing, making whole. ;' ‘ 
Here, in silence with the stars, - 

dreaming through aeordan nights, 
many drift to fund, console . 
around a floating; crescentmoon. 

A girl whispered, "You're from the south 
free as a hawk above the sea. 

Fm Dabitum, a slave from Ur.“ 

She showed her master's seal to me, . 
rolling it gently across the clay 
- a whip, an urn, a blade, a key - 
engraved five thousand.years ago, 
its imprint is as clear today. 

A slavefram Egypt raised his hand ■’ “ 
and pointed to a cedar chest. 

There my master’s body rests, 
see, rampant on the rounded lid, 
two lions snarling, serpent-locked; 
while ivory sun-disks measure hours, . . 
Horns of Behdet’s emblem gleams. 

In afield nearby, shrouded in mist, 
slaod a Creek's slave, a Nubian youth: 
amidst desert iris, each dew-hissed, 
yet black as a Bedouin ient of hair. 

"Here my master’s stallion fell, 
struck sown by swords, bright as flame; 
look where his sculptured image lies, 
his massive head and wiry mane, 
cleanly etched by comb-toothed chisels, 
eyes, stone-turned in soulful shame." 

In the twofold darkness cf my dream, ■ 
shadows of loie and tamarisk, 
moving with the constant moon, 
patterned Jabal abu el Khas 
as I crossed a field of barley grass' 
to enter an oakrbeamed Roman room, . . 
sealed against change. On the floor ( - . 
lay a rusty awl and dusty shoe 
of layered leather, defty drilled 
and skillfully stitched. Had its maker 
been held in human bondage too?. - 

Tracing goat tracks and a leopard’s spoor 
to the edge of time at UsanLake, 

I watched along the pebbled share, 
men with savage, flint-tipped spears,, 
stalking deer as they'd done before. 
Between the eternal andthe hour, 
deep within my*dream,. / saw, 
fiercely flaming from the east, 
light upon exquisite light, 
drawing into its purity . 
vast tides of men. Dust darkened the sun 
as they stormed across the sands as one. 


TUpo'lAlO^'* s «tl™?f c3 - 

J^^uiord Bearer and seebeneatk 

the outvie banners of their . , 


th eirStmdard Bearer and scebe M 

the purple banners of 
how they’re swept along 
by freedom's pass** 

fighting to die death for liberty ■ 

But Anne, across the ebb and flow 
of nomadic season, on 
self-servin&Iines were swtfify 
our struggle received a searing blow 
fromttvsLd friends and we were trapped 

in the vaulted darkness of deceit- 

Wvfrayim shrwds. 
always that radiant light remains 
a symbol through each bkl f r f*? r ’ l , 
warning the pulse of our desert souls, 

dispelling the shadows of our fear. ^ 

Betrayed will never become defeat. 

AlKhansa’ led me to Antara, 
son of an Ethiopian slave. 

"I hng to kiss their swords, heertea. 
extolling the valour of The Revolt. 

~We Arabs must have our liberty, 
yet mirages still pervade our mods 
with the silken sigh of poetry. 

Beside the singing spring of dreams, 

/ saw a man with eyes like stars 
a midnight iris in his hand. 

He smiled, then spoke to me; 
his was the pure, eloquent voice 
qfihe prince of poets, AlMutanabbi. 

"A dreamer must hold fast to a dream. 

Now aur destiny is clear, 
for the Central Wisdom of this land 
. is keeping foith with that sacred pledge, 
proudly sealed with our martyrs' blood, 
to bring ourpeople liberty 
and to our Nation, unity. : 
lig ht upon light is constant, here ." 

/ woke to feel the timeless brkath 
of another desert on my face. \ 

I heard the silence beyond the wind 
and watched with awe our southern stars 
drifting on their cosmic course, 
white as those in the sapphire space 
'above die spirits of Arab poets, 

who, joined in echoing evocation, 
gather at their dreaming source. 

' Australian poetess Anne Fairbairn dedicated this 
. poem to EDs Majesty King Hussein and the peo¬ 
ple of Jordan. 
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King Hussein playing with his children 


How Jordanian 
children see their King 


His Majesty King Hussein with his people 


By Vesna Masharqa 
Special to The Star 

"pUR KING is the strongest in the entire world. 
He lives in a golden palace, drinks from golden 
caips and has a huge golden table where he eats 
lunch with his family. Everybody loves him and 
loves to shake his hand. This makes him very 
happy". 

A child's imagination is very broad. Love, pas¬ 
sion and appreciation painted with the most beau¬ 
tiful colors. A child mixes reality with fantasy 
creating a new world in which people are either 
good or bad, loved or hated, strong or weak, 
admired or rejected. 

While children in other countries read about 
kings in books, Jordanian children are proud to 
have a real King. He is "strong, capable of doing 
anything, has a huge bean where he puts every 
Jordanian." 

When talking about the Royal Family, the Kin¬ 
dergarten (KG) children of the Modem Educa¬ 
tional Schools assume a more elegant and grace¬ 
ful posture. They become excited as they show 
how the King walks, talks and greets others, and 
specially how soldiers salute Him. 

"1 love our King very much, he protects us 
from evil enemies. In his palace he has lots of sol¬ 
diers, but 1 wish he can bring more... 1 am wor¬ 
ried that it is not enough." says Miflih 

Mohammad. 

"I'll go and protect him," says his friend Leith. 
"Look, I know how to," he adds and makes a 
saluting gesture to convince his peers that he 
means it 

Suddenly everybody gets excited about this, 
while Miflih is watching his friends with a suspi¬ 
cious eye. May be he is too concerned about die 
King's safety. He gets up suddenly and says: 
"Look everybody, I know how to salute the King 
too... I'Ll come with you too..." 

While KG boys identify with the King's mili¬ 
tary surrounding and qualities such as bravery 
and courage, the girls see him as father figure. 
Both W&g muff. itm ^nym ir sT emnrnr 

AfiSough they watch the Royal Family on TV. 


children imagine them living in palaces as seen in 
picture books. The King wears his crown all the 
time, and he is followed by two servants. The 
Queen and Princesses wear long dresses, lots of 
gold, and the palace is made of gold, silver and 
precious stones. 

When asked to draw pictures of the Royal Fam¬ 
ily, the younger children give more details to 
things like clothing, while the older ones like to 
stress on the relationship between the King and 
his people. 

Some children, like Noora Bajas, Grade 2b. 
believe that the King has at home a huge sword, a 
magic one. which he uses to protect the Jordanian 
people, while others, like Yazzan Abu Senneh of 
the same class believe that he was bom as a hero. 

Leith Alla', KG2. says that the King loves chil¬ 
dren who study well at school and who behave 
themselves. 

Elementary school children, like Lina Horarti. 
Dina Omar, Dina Dahar and Narmeen Kosaya, 
admire the King's solidarity with the poor, sick, 
needy people and orphans. They remember many 
stories they heard about the King helping others. 
They stress that his generosity is endless, that is 
why he deserves a lot of love from his people. 

Secondary school students at MES, like Hait- 
ham, Osama, Fadi, Shakar, Tareq and Narmeen, 
all believe the King to be a wise leader—a mod¬ 
em. democratic and open-minded politician. He 
has a profound educational background and loves 
sports. They see him as a firm and a visionary 
leader of the Arabs and the great grandson of 
Sherif Hussein, the leader of the Great Arab 
Revolt. 

While Tareq is specially pleased about the 
King's liberal attitudes towards other religions, 
Nariman is pleased that the King established the 
Royal Air Force to protea his people. 

On the occasion of the 58th birthday of His 
Majesty the King, the children of the MES wish 
their King a long and healthy life. 

"And I wish him to visit me at ho me .M um can 
"fffaKeTEuige cakeT "enou gh to f eedbag Tills so l- T 
, ,„.'ipfl,i.iWhfru. 1 to bokZELjm go., 
home....", a wish of a little girl from KG2. ■ 






His Majesty during c military parade 


King Hussein opening the Amman Chamber of Commerce during His Jubuee celebrations 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES GO., LTD 

Extends its best and t 

wishes to His I Jordanian 

people on the 

King Hussein I King’s Birthday 


gig 


JORDAN PETROLEUM 


REFINERY CO. LTD. 




Extends its warmest wishes to 
His Majesty King Hussein on 
TEs Birthday 



T. Gargour & Fils 

Presents its warmest wishes 

to 

His Majesty 

Kina Hussein 


on 


i his Birthday 
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Jordan-Gulf Bank S. A. 

Capital: JD (20) million fully paid 
C.R. No. (113) 

THE NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND MANAGEMENT OF 

JORDAN - GULF BANK 

Presents its heartiest wishes to 
His Majesty King Hussein 
on his Birthday 
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• The Fairlink Christian 
Travel Familiarization Toot, 
British travel and tourism 
agents, are visiting Jordan at 
the Forte Grand Amman. After 
meetings with Mr Nasri Atta* 
lah. Director General of the 
Ministry of Tourism, the group 
pj qpjg to visit Jerash, Urn Qeiss, 
Madaba, the Dead Sea, Kerak, 
Petra and Aqaba before their 
return to Britain. 

The Forte Grand Amman, in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Tourism, hopes to introduce 
Jordan as a tourist destination 
and to ensure more groups 
become aware of Jordan's tour¬ 
istic and historical attractions. 
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Dr Mahmoud Sadeq 

A modern attitude 
towards originality 


By Adnan Yahva 

and Mahmoud A! Abed 

Special to The Star 

A PROFESSOR of fine arts at the 
University of Yarmouk. Dr Mah¬ 
moud Sadeq was last year 
awarded the State Prize for the 
excellence of his works and for 
his role in nourishing the local art 
movement. 

Dr Sadeq earned his BA degree 
in Fine Arts from Baghdad in 
1970. Since then, he has been 
exhibiting his works either in solo 
or group exhibitions in Jordan and 
abroad. He obtained second place 
in the Arab Caricature exhibition 
in 1975. and in 1980 he earned his 
MA from North Carolina and then 
his PhD from Florida in 1983. 

From his position at the Univer¬ 
sity. Dr Sadeq works persever- 
ingly on finding a new generation 
of" artists willing to take on the 
responsibility of continuing the 
march towards an effective and 
tenacious an movement. 

Dr _ 

Sadeq is 

an artist djBsnggsfoh 

who has 

had a . *' • 

command ... . 

of his ■ • *' : ; 

media. -» 1 J- 

His thirty- -iS .‘1 

year’s [;' : 

experi- t 

ence has 
registered 

too much -—- 

to write DR Sadeq 

about. 

analyze 

and moreover, adore. 

In the beginning. Dr Sadeq pre¬ 
ferred folliloric themes, but then 
turned to abstraction to create 
relations between abstract propor¬ 
tions. with an emphasis on color 
and its degrees. 

The evidence of heritage or 
roots in Dr Sadcq's productions 
can be considered an extension of 
the Arab Islamic civilization. 
Especially in his latest works, 
maturity is evident and heritage is 
utilized creatively into geometri¬ 
cal abstraction. "One can't deal 
with originality and modernity 
separately." said Dr Sadeq. Thus 
the combination of these two ele¬ 
ments fulfil the equation pursued. 

Generally speaking, the artist 
approaches his work with a free 
expressionist method in which 
colors arc let go to take their role 
in the absence of details, espe¬ 
cially in his oil paintings. His 
works also reflect a philosophical 
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vision which can be mainly 
detected in the variety of symbols 
and motifs used. 

When Dr Sadeq was only three, 
his family fled Majdal Sadeq in 
1948 after surviving a series of 
massacres by terrorist Jewish 
gangs. Ever since, the image of 
the ruined village never ceases to 
occupy his imagination and has 
always been the breath and blood 
of all his pieces portraying the 
Palestinian tragedy. In such 
works, his folkloric and political 
visions unite to narrate tales of 
vows, mawwai and atabaa (folk¬ 
loric signing) and the strewing of 
bonbons on the heads of those 
who returned from expatriation" 
and exile. 

Dr Sadeq's steady artistry holds 
balanced humanitarian views of 
the world, which are reflected 
through his political caricatures. 
The richness of his ideas, the viv¬ 
idness of his themes, and the vari¬ 
ation of symbols and strong out¬ 
lines give us the right to describe 
Dr Sadeq’s sarcastic cartoons as 
marvelously unique. Sometimes 
we notice some kind of careless¬ 
ness in the outlining—an applica¬ 
tion of the principle of "quick 
drawing." which is the main fea¬ 
ture of the American school. 

Following are excerpts from an 
interview with Dr Sadeq: 

Personal, social, economic and 
political factors are said to influ¬ 
ence the production of any art¬ 
ist. How did you respond to 
these factors? 

When you like to talk about the 
influence of the political, per¬ 
sonal. social or economic factors, 
you will be obliged to talk about 
all these factors toeether. It is very 
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difficult to separate them. 

I believe that every artist has 
suffered and benefited at the same 
time from these factors. It is not 
easy for any artist, for instance, to 
achieve a unique popularity with 
the general public. Sometimes you 
will find some people look at your 
art as an ambiguous thing, but for 
others, they will appreciate what 
you are doing. If we examine my 
case. I am standing inside the 
mainstream development of mod¬ 
em Jordanian painting. Therefore, 
1 found my art facing a resistance 
by many people in our society. 

This direction doesn't mean :I 
prefer complexity when deposing 
my ideas. In fact, I prefer simplic¬ 
ity, sometimes I even ask the 
advice of someone completely 
untrained in art. I deduced a great 
deal from social influences espe¬ 
cially in my caricatures. 

This is on the one hand, but on 
the other hand, popular success is 
not enough. An artist wishes ear¬ 
nestly to be remembered and 
judged as an artist, to know if his 
paintings would survive the test of 
time. It is very dangerous for the 
artist to achieve a personal popu¬ 
larity instead of an artistic 
achievement. Therefore, all the 
factors mentioned above had a 
direct influence on the develop¬ 
ment of my art. 

As a caricaturist, we would 
like you to give a general 
account of your experience in 
this Geld. What are the main 
characteristics of a political car¬ 
icature? After this long experi¬ 
ment have your views changed? 

Actually.* I love expressing 
myself in any way possible. I was 
attracted to the idea of expressing 


myself through lines and shapes 
more than writing. My main rea¬ 
son for starting as a caricaturist 
was because 1 wanted to take part 
in tbe journalism business so V 
found that caricatures were able to 
bridge the gap between visual art 
and journalism. 1 won't forget the 
day when I saw my idea portrayed 
as a first caricature in the Difa 
newspaper, 1 was then in my sec¬ 
ondary schooling. That start was 
an early start, 30 years ago. 

Caricature is a method of con¬ 
veying a message. 1 believe it to 
be the same message of any ait 
and that it approaches human 
issues. 

How did you start, as a 
painter or caricaturist? 

1 started as a painter when I 
was a child, but became an artist 
by 1964 when ! went to study art 
in Baghdad under the supervision 
of artist Faiq Hass an. At Baghdad, 
I painted my first artistic paint¬ 
ings: that was my real beginning 
as an arrisL My early paintings 
were bold and vigorous. I painted 
clearly, defining the shapes as 
simple areas bound together by 
bold, black outlines. Something of 
the quality of these paintings can 
be seen in ray portraits. I found 
my artistic personality by looking 
over ray earliest works. I found 
something that was always the 
same and which at the first glance. 
I thought to be monotonous repeti¬ 
tion, It was the. mflrk;.«f-my..per¬ 
sonality which appeared'the same 
no matter what state of mind 1 
happened to have passed through. 

How many caricatures do you 
produce daily? 

I don't produce caricatures in a 
limited amount. Sometimes I get 
the urge to express certain ideas, 
so I produce my caricatures 
according to the number of ideas I 
have in my mind. 

Through your artistic course, 
you committed yourself to 
humanitarian issues, the local 
ones in particular, by means of 
an expressionist-symbolic 

approach. How would you 
define this inclination and what 
have you gained from it? 

As 1 have mentioned, an artist 
always wishes to be remembered 
and to know his paintings will sur¬ 
vive the test of time. The artist 
who does not deal with human 
issues will fail such a test indeed. 
So. my definition of this inclina¬ 
tion is in ray hope of passing this 
test and to keep my art forever 
alive. ■ 


The Big Red Boat adds 
more days of departure 

THE BIG Red Boat will now offer four departure days out of Port 
Canaveral, instead of two. 

Beginning IS November, the Star/Ship Atlantic will depart on Sun¬ 
days and Thursdays. The Star/Ship Oceanic will continue to offer Mon¬ 
day and Friday departures. 

"We've determined, through locus croups, that the guests prefer a 
wider selection of departure dales." said Gary Sain. Senior Vice Presi- 
deni of Sales and Marketing for The Big Red Boat. "Today s busy fami¬ 
lies require the utmost in flexibility to schedule vacation time together." 

The two ships both run three and four-night cruises to Port Lucaya and 
Nassau in the Bahamas. 

Exotic Port Lucaya is a brand new itinerary first offered by The Big 
Red Boat in 1*393. ’ll features casinos, beaches, resorts, and is home of 
the famous Underwater Explorers Society. 

Nassau is a perennial favorite with picturebook streets of pastcl- 

colored houses and the famous Straw Market. 

Premier Cruise Lines operates a fleet of three ships known as The Big 
Red Boat with departures from Port Canaveral and Port Everglades. 
Florida. The family cruise line specializes in seven-night vacations 
which include three and four-night cruises to the Bahamas with three 
and four-day Orlando theme park vacations. The Big Red Boat is a sub¬ 
sidiary - of the Dial Corp, a Fortune 500 company. ■ 


Dead Sea Fishing Club at University of Jordan 

LAST SUNDAY, at the University of Jordan, the Dead Sea Fishing 
Club held a concert at Samecr Al Rifa'i auditorium. . , 

The concert included manv classical rock hits such as Dire Straits 
Walk of Life, a track from U2's Joshua Tree album, and some Elvis 
Presley songs. . 

Tickets were priced at one JD each, and many filled the auditorium 
until every seal was token*, the rest were standing. Many danced, others 
formed circles and indulged in a ritual of “head-banging._ UJ s team of 
organizers and officials didn’t want the young people dancing around, so 
thev threatened to cancel the show unless everyone "behaved." 

Lama Al Khairi. a spectator at the concert and a studenr at UJ. noted 
that she was "disgusted by the loud music and the crazy headbanging oi 
the audience." She said that the best song the band performed was Bon 
Jovi's Bead of Roses. ■ 


New poetic talent 
discovered by BBC 
Arabic Service 


THE BBC Arabic Service 
announced the results of irs pan- 
Arab poetry competition on 
Thursday. 28 October. The com¬ 
petition attracted over 1,600 
entries from all over the Arab 
World, as well as from Arabs liv¬ 
ing in Europe and the United 
States. 

The judges were four of the 
most promi¬ 
nent poeis in - 

the Arab 
World. 

namely Dr B m 

Ghazi Al M m 

Qusaibv, 

Saudi ' 

Ambassador mammamm 


third-prize winner. Ali Shablb 
Ahmed, from Iraq, receives £200. 
There are 27 runners-up who will 
receive a range of BBC World 
Service products. 

"The high standard of the com¬ 
petition proves that poetry is still a 
very popular art in the Arab 
World.” said Hani Larabi. Editor, 
Features and Music. BBC Arabic 
Service. "The sheer volume of 
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to London 1 _ 

and a poet in 

his own right, Mr Buienr Al Hai- 
dary. an Iraqi poet. Mr Farouk 
Shousba. a leading Egyptian poet 
and broadcaster. and Mr 
Mohammed Ibrahim Abo 
Senna, another Egyptian poeL All 
the judges where impressed by the 
high level of the competition and 
by the standard of the short-listed 
entries. 

The first-prize winner is Taher 
Mohammed Al Atabani from 
Shefbin, Egypt, who receives 
£500. The second-prize winner, 
Jamil Hassan, from Latakia, 
Syria, receives £300, while the 


participation proves that listeners 
trust and appreciate the initiative 
of the Arabic Service in organiz¬ 
ing the competition." 

The results were announced in 
the program which is on the air 
between 1415 and 1600 GMT and 
can be heard in the Middle East 
on 639, 702 and 720 kHz (469, 
427 and 417 meters medium 
wave), and 7140, 15590 and 
17785 kHz in the 41, 19 and 16 
meter bands short wave, and in 
North Africa 13660. 15180 and 
17715kHz on the 21, 19 and 16 
meter bands short wave. M 



USAir inaugurates new service to Mexico City 

USAir will inaugurate nonstop service from- Philadelphia to Mexico 
City on March 5," 1994. having recently received both US and Mexican 
government approval for the new roundtrip flight. _ 

"Tbe Philadelphia metropolitan area has a.large population of Ameri¬ 
cans of Mexican heritage, a Mexican government consulate; and a good 
business base for trade with Mexico." said Richard Miller, USAir’s 
District Sales Manager for Philadelphia. “USAir believes that strong 
local traffic, coupled with connecting traffic from other points on the 
USAir system and strong community support, will make this route a 

success." —I- 

The launching of a non- ' _ . _ 

slop flight between Philadel- '■T "T”# A -w 

phia and Mexico City is the ■ I A V "W0 

result of the new dynamics ■ I / m ■ ■ . 

of the growing modem ■ J WI mB- ■ 
world," said Alma Patricia . 

Soria-Aynso, Consul Gen- --— 1 - 

erai of Mexico in Philadel¬ 
phia. "The Consulate of Mexico congratulates USAir for establishing 
this flight, it will contribute to strengthening the economic relations 
between our two .countries as well as facilitate a cultural, and touristic 
exchange, and furthermore, will allow friends to grow closer." 

USAir initially will operate the Philadelphia-to-Mexico City service 
using 128-passenger. Boeing 737-300 aircraft. Once the new service is 
under way, USAir will monitor market demand and could replace the 
737 with a larger 186-seat Boeing 757. 

The new Mexico Citv flight is timed to allow inbound passengers 
from Mexico City to connect to USAir's Paris flight and British Air¬ 
ways’ London service. Similarly, passengers coming oil USAir or Brit¬ 
ish Airways from Europe will be able to connect to the Mexico City 
flight- . i _ . 

Deborah F. Cohen, president of the Mexican American Business 
Alliance in Philadelphia said, "USAir's commitment to h'nk these two 
great cities demonstrates.pie jjtrong eq^ORiic refeq'qns between3fo?ico 
and 1 the Pennsylvania! New Jersey and Delaysjegions and recognizes 
'the potential for business in irade with Mexico." ■ 


★★In the Stars ★★ 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): 
Concentrate on your own work, so 
vou can play with your friends 
later. The week is going to be 
intense, so plan 
ahead. 

TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 
MAY): Your 

energy and your 
overall effective¬ 
ness are strong. 

You may be 
plagued ’ by 
utdecision. 

GEMINI (21 
May-21 June): 

Request help 
with a lough job 
from somebody 
who thinks its 
easy (perhaps a 
room mate) . 

CANCER (22 
June-22 July): 
time for 


at the mouth. You still need to 
keep what you know to yourself. - 
SCORPIO (24 October- 21 
November): Meet with an organi¬ 
zation and 
make plans 
to '. change 
the work of 
destroy, fin¬ 
ish work 
you've been 
ignoring. 
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studying, espe¬ 
cially technically 
complicated sub¬ 
jects. You 
should be able to 
memorize things 
pretty welL 
LEO (23 July- 

22 August): Financial matters 
need attention. Don't buy anything 
you can't afford; you may need 
the money. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): You may get enough work 
done to take next week off. Use 
evenings to go shopping. Be care¬ 
ful. You'll be more interested in 
style than in how much it costs. 
LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): You may be under a bit of 
pressure to perform. Don't run off 
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Agenda 


«r Fahmi Al Qaysi's exhibition 
will be inaugurated on Saturday 
13 November at 5:30 pm Alia An 
Gallery. Exhibition will run 
through 23 November. 

TTje French. Cultural Center 
will be showing the works of 
many foreign artists living in 
France, starting 17 November 
and until 30 November. 

Ms Entisar Qaddoura’s exhi¬ 
bition will be inaugurated by Mr 
Mohammad Ben Sultan Al 
Busaid at Hotel InterContinental, 
Wednesday 17 November at 5:00 
pm. The exhibition will, run until 
23 November. 

Abdul Hameed She man Faun- 


RIUS (22 
November- 
21 Decem¬ 
ber): Pay 

close atten¬ 
tion this 

week. Take 
copious 
notes, too. 
You will be 
-tested on 
.teeny-weeny 
details. 
CAPRI¬ 
CORN (22 
December- 
19 Janu¬ 
ary): The 

week should 
be good for 
travel, doing 
business, and learning foreign lan¬ 
guages. If you're on a team, you'll 
win. 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 
February): You may feel like a 
boss is picking on you. and it 
could be true! Don't file a com¬ 
plaint; learn the lesson. 

PISCES (19 February-20 
March): You should have a great 
time the first part of the this week 
and the last part, too. The middle 
could be slightly ahnoying. 


dation is hosting an exhibition by 
Ammar Khammash until 3 
December at Darat Al Funun. 

*■ The Royal Cultural Center will 
host Mohammad Jaloos's works 
until 14 November. 


A Tale of Two Cities, will be 
screened at the British -Council, 
Wednesday. 17 November (Pti I)- 
and 24 November (PL II)v at 7:00. 
pm. . 

*r This week, the American Cen¬ 
ter will be closed for Veteran's 
Day. ■ 

Two films will be shown k the' 
French Cultural Center.'Tbe short ' 
film. Omnibus and tire long film, 
Toto the Hero. Screening starts at 
8:00 pm, Monday, IS November: 

The Goethe Institute will, screen 1 
The Tennis Court at 8:00 pm, 
Tuesday 16 November,.:.... 
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How can they 


the END of the season was gwsr 

i fehu nacemgiTchtahav*apa«y- MX?"?*." - . . - 

and asked me if I thought anyone |nenu . the scaring 

I '<****" over and couW^v jhink of 

other necessary n«lded with an.«twaBilii 

detained oiy reply. wi j h "puift vpu want m-asS-ia 

edness he was only too familiar w - 

girlfriend. "None 

tied!" I replied- . - ncwS pnpeT' lrom the Ld 

As 1 left the room I took Voccurred**■** 

The idea.of my girlfriends cm .- taw jc ru 
this was becoming an Increasing^ big prowem- u 

girls arc just not getting mamed. nc^-rfsmere 

hiding behind an enormous brickbat! ..ouirttttfV adl 

It seemed like the dilemma of the time. How umu my.ui 

married? Ufc is not al all like jr used to be. — 

If a man did "generally qualify —he h.nl J ^ -/VV) - , 
came from a good famiiy lt seemed .here should be a lot awrc 
SflcTcr upon I thought to myself as 1 wandered around tfo ; 

f °Th^'^toh 1 S 3 tlSrir^ries 0 to consider Wi^n.^rimn p 

how could they think of renting an over-pm.cd apartment , ti n 
were lucky and found a reasonably priced one how 

'"I pSS Life was not easy back then eitherJ 

there wat opportunities; todays life veiv difftrcni anti-mi 
more difficult Today there arc so many obstacles jo mercome 
1 bent down and gathered my son's toys which u«n m my 
there were the children to think of too... food, clothing, educai 

and their never-ending demands. _• . 

What will happen to all these young people. >o hid of t,.ergj - 

P °Maybe it is best that we go back to the practical life of our gru- 
parents: a larce house that would not only be occupied nv a. fiit 
and his family and his family's family, but a house big enough 
the. uncles and aunts and perhaps even big enough lor the ix-igno 
35 well!! "• • ■ 

1 laughed, at the thought and wondered: Will life ever he so *.i 
.pie again? ■ 



"What? You're just going to throw the tail away?.. 
Why, in my day, we used every dang 
. parted a mammoth 1” 



- : 5*^^ rted ^ asa-Pteasant evening, but as the 
- Caldwells soon discovered (too late, regre^iaAifyL it 

. wasbwtnottobyand.lnjfnpthooldgypeyworaan 


SUVPST1X« 


A VIOLINIST IS 
HIGH-STRUNG 
MUSICIAN 
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Une pionniere du Parlement [ 

0De longues boucles blondes, un regard azur, une silhouette menue: le depute Toujan Faisal ne passera i 
pas inapercu dans le nouveau Parlement Pour la premier fois, les electeurs ont choisi une femme pour j 
les representer a la Chambre basse. Historique. j 

Sur les 554 candidats aux Elections legislatives, seules trois femmes itaient en course. Toujan Faisal i 
realise un veritable exploit en gagnant un siige circassiend Amman face d une autre femme, Janet Mufti, 
et a un ancien depute. Derriere une apparence fragile, eQe cache une volonte et un courage hors du corn- 
mum. 

Candidate malkeureuse en 1989, elle a pttye au prix fort son engagement politique. Trainee dans la boue j 
par des Islamistes, menacee de mart , elle d& vivre plusieurs mois sous protection de la police. " L'enfer", { 
confesse-t-ette. Vic time de pressions, son mari, medecin, fit oblige de vendre sa cttnique et de s'expatrier j 
pour travaiOer. En Irak et aujourd'hui en Lybie. Mats, pas question de divorcer. 

Face au "cancer du fondamentalisme", comme elle le aomme, Toujan Faisal veut etre le porte-parole , 
de la lutte pour les droits de I'homme. Elle en est deja le symbole. 

Elections 
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La deroute des partis 

Le nouveau parlement, felu lundi dernier, porte la marque des grandes families du royaume. Les Islamistes recuient et 
les deputes de gauche se comptent sur les doigts d'uue main. Une assemblee pour la paix. 


I SILENCE RADIO «u Front isla- 
nique d'action. Au lendemam des 
Elections legislatives, les Isla- 
I tiistes soot introuvables. Ceux-d 
issuraient pouvoir gagner sds6- 
nent 20 k 25 sifeges. 11s seront 16 
■ur 80 deputes. Un net recul par 
appon k la demifere assemblee oil 
Is comptaient 22 Frferes musul- 
nans et une dizaine dIslamistes 
ndependants. Le dernier president 
!e la Chambre basse, Abdul Latif 
| trabiyyat, n'a meme pas rdussi & 
i auver son sifege dans sa circon- 
i cription de Baiqa. 

Paradoxe: les premiferes 6Iec- 
ons multipartites en lordanie de¬ 
nis 1956 ne proficent pas aux for- 
lations politiques. Honnis les 
I andidats du Front, seuls sept dfep- 
j t£s sont 6lus sous l'fitiquette d'un 
: arti. Parmi eux, se crouvent trois 
i andidats de gauche. Lfe aussi, un 
tcul. Dans la chambre sortante. la 
1 auche avail huit 6Ius. 

. Comme pnSvu aprfes le change- 
[ tent de loi felectorale en aoOt. les 
j lections du 8 novembre cousa- 
! rent le triomphe des altegeances 
! ami hales et tribales. Le "un 
omme = une voix" a nSduit con- 
idferablement l'impact de 


roffldtliudo 

n des partis 
politiques 
void un an. 

"Beau coup 
{^obstacles 
ont fete placfes 
en travels de 
notre route. 

Le dernier en 
dam _ fetait 
rinteidiction 
des meetings 
jusqu'fe la fin 
du mois 
cfoctobre", 
soulignait 
Ishaq Ahmad 
Fahran, sec- 
rfitaire- 
gfenferal du 
Front isla- 
mique 

d'action, k 

quelques Pendant douze heures, plus de 800 000 Jordaniens et 
une ambiance de flu. 

tin. Motif de 



Jordaniennes sont allis voter dans 


rm 



consolation 

pour les Islamistes: leurs candi¬ 
dats sont les mieux 6]us du pays. 
Abdul Abu Zante dans le 
deuxifeme district et Ibrahim Kite- 
ni dasn le uoisifeme arrivem en 
tfite en recueillant plus de 9000 
voix chacun. 4 . 

La nouvelle assemble marque 
le succfes des ind£pendants pinch¬ 
es du pouvoir. Pas moms de dix- 
sept antiens mimstres et neuf mil- 
itaires & la rerraite vont sifeger anx 
cdtes de reprfesentants des tribus 
traditionneUement fidfeles au RoL 
L'opposition se Iimite k un quart 
des dfeputes. Le roi Hussein et son 
gouveroement disposent arnsi 
d'une majority confortable pour 
poursuivre leur politique, en parti- 
culier dans le processus de paix. 
Au lendemain du vote, le souve- 
rain hacbfinrite. satisfait des itisul- 
tats, pouvait conclure: "La Jorda- 
me a choisi la paix". 

Surprise: un taux de paitidpa- 
tion en progression par rapport k 
1989. Aprfes une campagne felecto- 
rale morne, 68% des porteurs de 
carte electorate se sont fmatemeni 


rendus aux umes (plus 6 points 
par rapport aux demi feres legisla¬ 
tives). Le jour du vote, les candi¬ 
dats les plus fortunes ont rivalisfe 
de moyens pour Imre voter leurs 
supporters (voir encadrfe d- 
contre). Une tactique rfeussie. 

^ Pendant douze heures, les lor- 
dhiueds 8gfes de plus de '19 ans ont’ 
pu exercer leur droit de vote sous 
l’ceil sourdlleux des observateuis 
mandates par les diffferents candi¬ 
dats. Id. pas (fisoloir, mais une ta¬ 
ble dans un coin de la salle de 
classe pour inscrire le nom de son 
favori sur un morceau de papier 
blanc. Aprfes verification de la 
carte electorate et des papiers 
d'identitfe, il ne restait phis qu'fe 
glisser le papier pli6 dans l'ume. 

Peu avanr le scrutin, le ministre 
de Ilnterieur a dfecouvert que pas 
moins de 70 000 personnes etaient 
inserttes dans deux drconscription 
differentes... "Au bureau de vote, 
ils m'ont appris que j'etais aussi 
sur les listes de Madaba et ont re¬ 
fuse de me laisser voter", te- 
moigne Raed k Amman. Le jeune 
homrne assure qu'il ignorait cette 
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double inscription: "Une personne 
de ma faraille a dfl me prendre 
une cane electorate dans ma ville 
natale sans que je le sache". Dans 
ia joumee, le ministfere de 
llnterieur rappelait que ces elec¬ 
teurs devaient pouvoir aussi voter, 
mais une seule fois. En appar¬ 
ence, la consigne n'est pas passfee. 
partouL 
D'autres 
electeurs 
se sont 
plaints du 
m&me 
type 

tfinddent 
s. Certains 
n'ont pu 
exercer 
leur droit 
de vote 
car des in- 
connus 
avaient re¬ 
tire leur 
carte fe 
leur place. 

Leur nom 
etait bien 


sur les listes, mais sans carte, pas 
de vote possible. Finalement, le 
Front islamique est sorti de sa re¬ 
serve poqr denoncer des irr^ular- 
itds dans la tenue du scrutin. Plu¬ 
sieurs candidats islamistes 
malheureux devnuent porter leurs 
plaintes devant la justice. 

Au moment du vote, il etait fa¬ 
cile de cons taler que les femmes 
se rendaient moins nombreuses 
aux umes que les homines. Dans 
une ecole du deuxifeme district, la 
participation n’excfedait pas 20% & 
18h. "Je suis dfefue". confiait une 
jeune femme voilfee, observatrice 
pour Abu Zante. "Mais, avec ses 
tScbes familiales, il est difficile 
pour une fe mme de venir voter, 
m£me un jour ffirife..." 

Parmi les 54 nouveaux visages 
qui entreront au Parlement d'ici la 
fin du mois, un se dfetache dfejfe... 
Celui de Toujan Faisal, premifere 
femme dfeputfe de llnstoire de la 
lordanie. La militante ffeministe 
remporte le sifege circassien du 
troisifeme district Une belle vic- 
toire. En 1989. Toujan Faisal fai- 
sait scan dale en Clinquant viol rai¬ 
ment la polygaraie. En rfeponse, 
les Islamistes n'avaient pas bfesitfe 
fe rfeclamer sa mise fe mort La 
voilfe dfepmfe. Une revanche. ■ < 

Florent ChevoDeau 





Oui aux Islamistes, 
non a Gaza-Jericho 


I. t e (jeuxieme district plebiscite les candidats islamistes. Le rejet de 1'option Gaza-Jericho a motive les 
c . palestiniens du camp de Wehdat. Ambiance. 


JOUR DE marchfe, jour 
Elections. Les rues du camp de 
rffugifes de Wehdat (deuxifeme 
district) sont encombrfees d'fetals 
de fruits et Kgumcs. Des me- 
.nagfercs font leurs courses au mi- 
. lieu des ventures couvertes de pho¬ 
tos et d'affichcs electorates et de 
militants bardfes de badges, de 
.tracts et de brassards. Les klaxons 
Tuscnt de tomes parts. "Abu Zante. 
A hu Zante" : assis & I'amfere d'une 
. i iJnionncttc. des enfants, portant 

■ des T shirts el casque ties felecio- 
•r.ilcs d'un candidat du Front isla- 
jnique d'action. appeltent les pass- 
,ints :'i faire Ic "bon choix". Les 
i banderoles qui flottent au dessus 
i de leur i&e, proposed des raes- 
: 4.igcs plus politiques. 

I "Nous sommes pour le Jihad sur 
f icrrc palcstinienne". Le slogan 
j Hamza ftlansour. un autre candi- 
J- du Front islamique, n*y va pas 
, af quatre chcmins. Cest non, 
fois non & 1 'accord dc paix 
•i uure I'OLP ct Israel. A Wehdat. 
j C s Islamistes som implantfes de 
umiue date ct fustiger la "trahi- 
; lin -- un dc leurs thfimes favtw- 
1; ‘LVuvcrturc eeonomique est la 
; * i c ia plus courte pour que 
,'Sh‘iiii sioniste nous envahissc". 



UamHuon 

d'aucune ambiguiitf et 1 aveni 
la Palestine ne se dfecbne que 


Dans le camp 
de Wehdat, 
l'opposition au 
dialogue avec 
Israel s'afftche 
sur les 

banderoles. 


d'une fafon : "Oui k 1‘unitfi du 
pays ^ Vest et k Vouest du Jour¬ 
dain." 


Les felecteurs du deuxifeme dis¬ 
trict ont rfepondu ft 1’appeL Sur les 
trois dfeputfes 61 us dans la dreon- 
scriptioa deux appartienneni au 
Front islamique d'action : Hamza 
M a n sour avec 8850 voix et Abu 
Zante avec 9000. 

L'investisseznem personnel des 
militants a largement contribufe k 
ee succfes. "Id, les Islamistes sont 
pauvres. On n’a pas les moyens de 
certains candidats soutenus par 
des organisations exferieures. 
Mais on se dfbrouilie', explique 
Mahmoud. Ce re traits a fail ira- 
primer des tracts k ses prop res 
frais. Le 8 novembre, un de ses 
fils circule dans les environs du 
camp pour dfeposer les felecteurs 
dans les bureaux de vote. L'autre 
offre I boire et a manger fe ceux 
qui viennemt de loin. Mais les mil¬ 
itants islamistes ont commend 
tear travail de terrain bien avant 
les flections. 

Depuis trois semaines, Mo¬ 
hammed si Hone le quaitier et se 
rend chez des parti cullers pour 
vantcr les mferites de son candidal, 
Abu Zante. Deux mots d'ordre 
pour convaincre les indfecis : 


1'application du Coran ("Allah est 
le engateur et ancun autre que lui 
ne pourra rfesoudre nos difficul¬ 
ty") et le refns de 1'accord Gaza- 
J&icho ("toute la Palestine pour 
les Palestiniens"). Les reactions 
des flecteurs sont rm'tigees. "Cer¬ 
tains ont decide de ne pas voter 
parce qufls estiment que le Parle- 
mem precedent n'a rien fait. Mais 
ceux qui se deplacent approuvent 
toialement les id6es du Front Et 
notre rtsjet de 1'accord israflo- 
palestinien y fait pour beaucoup", 
assure Mohammed. 

Cependant le succfes remporte 
par les Islamistes du deuxifeme 
district n'feclipse pas la (termite du 
camp "anti Gaza-J6richo" au ni¬ 
veau national. Avec 16 me mines 
du Front islamique d'action. deux 
islamistes indfependants et trois 
flus de gauche, les opposants au 
traitfi de paix entre VOLP et Israel 
obtiennent la portion congrue au 
sein du ParlemenL Et laissent au 
roi Hussein une libertfe d'autant 
plus grande poor avanoer dans ses 
negociations avec ITEtat hfljreu. ■ 

Olivier Barbelet 



li m 




aux voix 


Transports et repas gratuits, distribution de tracts a 1'entree 
des bureaux de vote: les candidats n'ont pas lysine sur les 
moyens pour recolter des voix. Reportage. 

UN ENORME portrait de Ali Abu Ragheb s'etale sur la facade de la maison faniilialc. tout pres du 
deuxifeme cercle. Le portai] de la villa cossue est largement ouvert et rfeguliferement des bus couverts de 
photos du candidat dfeversent leur lot de supporters. Ce jour de vote est aussi un jour dc fete pour ceux 
qui ont dfecidfe de glisser dans l'ume le nom de l'ancien ministre dc l'Encrgie. Candidal malheureux en 
1989, Ali Abu Ragheb n'a cette fois rien laisse au hasard pour gagner un des sifeges du troisiemc dis¬ 
trict 

"Aujourd'hui, prfes de 500 personnes som enrolfees dans notre equipe. Nous avons loue 100 bus ct 100 
taxis pour transporter les 61 emeurs et nous distribuons boisson et nouniturc il 43 cndroiis dil'lcrems de 
Ia ville". snuliwie Nadir, responsable de la logistique de la campagne. De la pone de leur domicile au 
raaosaf final, en passant par le bureau de vote, les electeurs sont pris en charee tout au Iona de la jour- 
nfee. Et Ali Abu Ragheb ratisse large. 

Les bus du candidat ont rficoltl des supporters jusqu'a 50 km autour de te capitate. Une operation 
prfeparfee depuis plusieurs mois. "Nous avons fait du porte k pone pour rencomrer les gens et leur pre¬ 
sents le programme de Abu Ragheb. Conformeraent h la loi. chacun pouvait s'inscrire lfe oD il le sou- 
haitait en Jordanie. Done, nous avons encouragd les personnes favorables ii noire candidat a voter dans 
le troisifeme district et nous avons 6t6 chcrcher leur cane d’felecteur pour eux". explique Nadir. 

Armfes d'une batlerie d'ordinateurs, les hommes de Abu Ragheb ont multiplte etudes ci prospcctions 
potff parvenir k assurer 5000 votes. Le ctu'ffre latidique dans cette rirconscription pour etre elu. Dernier 
choix stratfegique: la prfesence systfematique de supporters du candidal devant et dans les bureaux de 
vote. 

"Nous sommes relids par talkie-walkie avec les centres de vote. Lorsqu'une femme ne parviem pas k 
voter car elle se trouve dans le mauvais district, nous Temmenons faire rectifier sa cane au ministfere de 

I Inter:eur et nous la 
ramenons voter", ex¬ 
plique Nassima. char- 
gde de la section fdmi- 
nine au QG de Abu 
Ragheb- 

Dfes le d6but de 

I I aprfes-midi. Nadir dtait 
sflr de la victoire: "Ali 
Abu Ragheb ne ddpen- 
serai pas tout cet argent 
pour rien!". Pari gagnd: 
le businessman entrera 
au prochain parlement. 

"Je passe ma journfe 
id car Abu Ragheb est 
l'ami de mon oncle", 
explique un garfon de 
14 ans. "Moi, je suis de 
la fami lie de Taber al 
Masri", rfiplique un au¬ 
tre. Devant i'dcole pro¬ 
fess! onne lie pour 

gargons de Jebel Lu- 
weibdeh, une bonne 

^"pressent Toute la joumee du scrutin, le candidat Ali Abu Ragheb a refu avec 

vaincre les demiers in- f 05 * 65 ses supporters dans la maison familiale. 
dfecis. Echarpe au nom 

du candidal, cartes et tracts en main, ils sc dlspuient le biiume. 

Pferiodiquemeni, des voitures aux couleurs des candidats viennent renouveler te stock d'afficheues. 
Sur le trottoir d'eo face, Ajami. blond aux yeux bleus et barbe naissame. pone avec un fiene un large 
portrait de Ibrahim Kilani. 

"Pai etnendu parle du candidat du Front islamique d'action fe la mosqufee. Jc suis a He a une dc ses 
reunions et j'ai fete sdduil par son discours", explique Ajami. A seize ans. pas question de vai t *r. alore le 
jeune homme tente de convaincre ses concitoyens plus ag6s: "11 faut faire pen6trer I'lslam dans tous !es 
aspects de la vie. Voir des femmes circuier dans les rues en snorts ou sans voile, e'esi inadmissible ". 

Devant les centres de vote, les militants islamistes ne sont pas les plus nombrcux. "Nous n’avons pas 
Targent n&essaire pour louer des dizaines de vfehicules". explique un cousin d’lhrahim Kilani. au QG 
du candidat. "Nous avons seulement un bus et nos sympathisanrs se s^n’ent de leur voiture pcrsonnelle 
pour emmener les gens voter". 

Parti politique te mieux organise et le plus puissant du pays, le From islamique d'action a sunout 
oeuvte avant le jour du vote pour eviter I'feparpillemem des voix entre ses candidats et ainsi amortir 
I'effet du scrutin uninominal. Duns un fief Electoral, comme Zarqa, les militants islamistes avaient des 
consignes pour voter pour un candidat different selon leur lieu de residence ou leur sexe. Une strategic 
payante. Le Front a emporte trois sifeges sur quatre dan*, cette drconscription. Mais, ailleurs. ils oni 6te 
d6pass6s sur le terrain par les solidarites tribales. ■ 

F.C 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
13-19 Nov. 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 


Q$:3ti — The Fanelli Boys 
09:00— Da Beat's On 
09:30 — Perspectives 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 : 2 U — Feature Film: The Jig¬ 
saw Man. A British agent is 
hired by the KGB to retrieve 
files on ex-Russian agents. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — You Bet Your Lire, 
with Bill Cosby. 

09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Melissa goes to New York to 
photograph a famous writer. 
10:00 — Nevis at Ten 
10:20 — Doc: Legacv "The Bar¬ 
barian WesL" A Journey 
through the history of the west¬ 
ern civilization. 

11:10 — Golden Palace. Roland 
becomes furious when he's told 
the hotel will host a conference 
bv conservative women from the 
South. 

MONDAY 

08:30 — Delta 

09:10 — The House Of EliotL. 
The sisters establish their own 
fashion house. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Chancer. Ruthless 
industrialist. Tom Franklyn, 
threatens to close the gambling 
duh unless Dex accepts his offer 
of a new job. 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — Night Court Mack 
takes the news of his becoming a 
father hard. 

09:10 — Brand New Life. The 
Rogers family are chosen to 
appear on a TV program. 


10:00—■ News at Ten 

10:20—Feature Film: Queen 

Christina. Christina becomes 

Queen of Sweden following the 

death of her father. Things run 
smoothly until she's entangled 
with problems created by the 
Royal Court in Spaia 


WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Head of the Class 
09:00 — Documentary: 

Donana: Growing Up. Twelve 
children are selected to monitor 
the effectiveness of the imple¬ 
mentation or the Earth Summit 
resolutions. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Mini Series: Contract 
for Murder. Starring Cybill 
Shepherd. The true story of a 
doctor who is accused of mur¬ 
dering his ex-wife. 

THURSDAY 

08:30 — Coach. It's wedding 
time for Christine and Hayden. 
09:00 — Reasonable Doubts. A 
father puts an end to his 
adopted son's life because his 
son committed a series of 
killings. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
Rockin' It In. Starring Richard 
Benjamin and Paula Prentiss. In 
this light-hearted movie, a hus¬ 
band and wife try to decide 
between living in the city or 
going back to nature. 

FRIDAY 

08 JO — ENG. Anne's friend, a 
mill ionaire, buys Channel 10. 
Mike's position as Head of the 
News Department is threatened 
due to the new changes. 

09:10 — Faces and Places. How 
to recognize the early symptoms 


of cancer and the 
latest in its 
treatment. 

10:00 — News at 
Ten 

10:20 — Black- 
heath Poisoning. 
Izabell is to hang 
for the murders 
she committed. 
11:10 — Yes 

Minister 

PROGRAMME 

SFRAN^AIS 

SAM EDI 

05:30 — PSf et 
Hercule 

05:41 — L'Ecole 
des Fans 

06:30 — 

Beaumanoir 
07:00 — Le 

Journal 

07:15 — Ushuaia 

DIMANCHE 



The House Of Eliott, Monday at 09:10 pm 


5:30 — Film: Une Partie En 
Trop (1 ere Partie) 

07:00— Le Journal 
07:15—FenetreSur 

LUNDI 

05 JO — Les Aventnriers de 
L'espace 

06:00 — Omnisciences 
06 JO — Maguy 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARD1 

05 JO — Le Monde So us-Marin 
06:00 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 — Varidtfe 




MERCREDI 

05 JO— Ordy 

06:00 —Sports: NBA 

07:00—Le Journal 

07:15— Le Journal de 

LUistoire 

JEUDI 

05 JO — Surprise Sur Prise 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

05:30 — Le Monde est a Vons 
07 KM — Le Journal 
07:15 — Orient Sur Seine 


TJS3SSE 



Recommended Listenings 

Charlatans UK 

Some Friendly 

music played on the radio, wneni j ov ? , 

straight forward track music such as Ine Eagles or tfOTJow. 
Although some of these mundane bands were'once considered to 
beante head of the pack, they are now. by modern ^anda^of, 
roc? on the conventional/ traditional side. It does ro ^nnro 
Sch music on the radio (although I 

Wg mistake to ignore the evolutions and revolutions taking place 

"K —TiU world nf -ic ^- M of ■■ 
ambient rock, which started in Manchester in the early Ws. Influ¬ 
enced by ambient house music (dreamy 
beais),ambient reck combines the traditional mstrumenbof rods 
such as drams, guitars and keyboards, and then turns, them mtp- 

“ rSf Friendly is a great example of typical- 

ambient rock music. Repetitive and hypnotic tesslmes widt 
groovy beats, vintage organ sounds and groovy, gmt^chops are 
Wooded with dreamy, floating vocals to create the ingredients of 
an ambient rock song. 

The opening track on Some 
Friendly . You're Not Very 
Well, combines groovy guitar 
hooks and keyboard chords, 
along with a prominent repeti¬ 
tious bassline to achieve the 
ambient chemistry. 

Ambient rock music usually 
focuses on the beat and bass¬ 
line as an important element 
of the song to mesmerize the 
listener. The hypnotic and 
dreamy feeling is supple¬ 
mented by dreamy singing and 
groovy guitar and keyboard 
chops. The outcome, paradox¬ 
ically, puts you in a stale of 
haziness and feeling lost. The 
actual aim of ambient rock is 
ro make you feel sort of dizzy 
and "lost” in the music. It’s ~ 
like being on drugs! L . 

On Some Friendly , Q w r fotans UK usually starts with a hypnotic, 
bassline on top of modem house beats. Guitars and fcsybbords pro¬ 
vide the chords, with the guitars usually sprinkling background 
details to the groove. The chorus is usually short and starts the 
focus from the main, theme, but you’re put back on track when the 
main theme returns again. After a couple of choruses, a catriy, 
solo usually follows. This forms the general structure of an amhi- 
ent rock track, although Charlatans UK do not strictly follow iL 
Actually, some of their arrangements are varied and clever, and 
they all serve one purpose - - putt ing the listener into a hypnotic 

It’s time that Radio Jordan augments its musical diet with the 
occasional presentation of new happenings in the worid of rode. 
My ears have been bored through lie years listening over and over 
to "ordinary" rock music. I knew things had gone far enough 
when I attended the pop festival— not only was Radio. Jordan 
enforcing its taste on the masses, but local bands joined m on the 
game. They could have, through the power of a live performance, 

opened the ears of spectators to new sonic ground. • 

It's a shame not to keep the audience up-to-date. Maybe Yu con¬ 
sider ratring a real risk and listening again to Radio Jordan if they 
become more open minded towards new forms of music. L£i*s not 

die in nostalgia! ■ . Haltham Ihnihlm 




Prepared by Stallions Co . 


Artist 


Marih.Carey;. 



Title 

Music-Box 


fvi'AA,:' 


4 

vjT 

m 

* 

m 

To 

ir 

12 

T3V 

14 

m 

16 


-18 

20 

321 

22 


Peat Jam / • 



Soul Asylum 

Dr^:fe;.£ 

Gloria Estefan 


Pearl fom 

The A 

Da Bomb . 

Janet ' _ '■* 

Grave Dancers Union 

TheChm**c 
Mi' Tierra 








4 Non Blondes 
IGealed ‘‘ 



Soundtrack . 
LL Cool J • * 


Bigger, Better. Faster\ 
. Soulpancing ■ ;V-** 
- Nissi Nissi 
r TeaseMe 

Promises and Lies 

■BlindMelon 
Last Action Hero 






24 

w 
26 
£2 7 
28 
&OQ - 

30 


Young MC 
S^ioSraoKt 

SypressHiTI 


Soundtrack 

Paujl. Yoimgi.i .v.. v; 

BellBivDevoe 


snk 


- ■ 

]4 Shots to the Dome 

N&Limits 

What’s the Flavor? 

■ Teenage Mutant Ninjas 
B lack Sunday 
Svmphony or Damn 
in the Line of Fire 
Tfa Crossing ... /: •? 

Hootie Mack ■ 

Na Strings 

Lose Control 


BOH 


TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1. That’s the Way Love 
Goes: Janet Jackson. Virgin 

2. Weak. SWV, EastWest 

3. Freak Me, Silk, Elekira. 

4. Show Me Love, Rabins S.. 
-Big Bait _ 

5. Knockin’ Da. Boots. W- 
7ovv«.-Luke 

6 . LookingThirough Patient 
. Eyes, P.M. DcHvii. Gee Street 

7. Bad Boys. Inner Circle, 
Big Beat 

8 . Have l Told You Lately. 
Rod Stew art. Wamer Bros. . 

9. I’m So Info; You! SWV. 
RCA 


TOP POP 
ALBUMS 

1. Janet Jackson. Janet Jack- 
son. Virgin 

2. Pocket Full of Kryptonite. 
Sfiin DiVton, Epic 

3. Unplujg»ed...and Seated!,' 
Rod Stewart. Warner Bros. 

4. -. Breathless. Kenny CT, 
Arista 

5. The Bodyguard. 

■ Soundtrack,. Arista 

6 . Sound of W'hite Noise. 
Anthrax. Elektra 

7. Get a Grip. Aero smith, 
Geffen 

8 . Kamakiriad. Donald 
Fagen. Reprise 



By Tannah Hindi .... 

All The Right Finesses 

Both vulnerable. South deals. - 
NORTH 

* AQ 
K 6 3 2 

0 Q 10 9 

* 8532 

WEST EAST 

* J 10 9 2 * K 6 5 4 3 

A 8 5 V4 ■ 

0 8 7 4 0 K 6 5 2 .. .. 

* Q64 * K97 

SOUTH 

* 87 

. <7 Q J 10 9 7 

0 A J 3 

* A J 10 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 3 9 Pass 

4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

Usually, we warn you in this column about taking tod many 
finesses. So, as a welcome change, here’s a hand where you 
can take every finesse in sight Indeed, your problem is going 
to be whether you can take enough finesses!!. . 

Norm's jump to three hearts was a limit raise, showing 1 U- 
12 points and four trumps: it was invitational, not forcing. 
South had just enough to continue on to game. - 

After the lead of the jack of spades, you take your first 
finesse even though you do not have much hope of it succeed¬ 
ing You are not very surprised when East wins the kmg and 
returns a spade. We hope you didn’t lead a trump now—u s 
time for your next finesse. You should lead a club to the ten. 

West wins the queen and returns a trump. You win in hand 
and contin-ue a trump. West shoots up with the ace and exits 
with a crump. Since you are ready for your next finesse, you 
win in dummy. You need to take two diamond finesses and a 
club finesse, and you have no more sure entries to the table. 

What now? e 

Move to the head of the class if you led the queen ot 
diamonds and, should East follow with alow diamond, you 
played the jack from hand! Now you can repeat the diamond 
finesse and be sure of getting to dummy if East has theking. 
If he covers, you win and cross to the table with a diamond to 
take the club finesse; if he does not cover, you will still be on 
the board when the finesse wins. By handling your assets m 
this precise order, you limit your losers to a trump, a spade and 
a club. 

Note that you will not be able to take all the finesses ypu 
need if you handle the diamonds any other way. East wiH 
always be able to deny you an entry to dummy by either cover¬ 
ing or refusing to cover the next diamond lead. Try it for 
yourself if you won't accept oar wotd for iL . . 

t IWI. Tribune Mafia Scrrfca ■ 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1 AW 
5 Stack 
SRelattva of 
a flapper 

13 Notion _. 

14 Use a hose 

15 Amnw 
poison . 

16 Dexterous 

17 Heights'.. ... 

19 Tempt 

21 Network . 

22 Pecan or 
-almond 

23 Halting 
neoda 

25 Before year 
orlrofl 

27 Sheep sound 

29 Soaks Rax 

31 Steal* 

35 Baseball „ 
score 

36 Genuflect 

36 Belt 

39 Appends 

41 Station 

43 Forum 
garment 

44 Prescribed ' 
menus 


46 Washed 

48 Experienced 

- soldier 

49 Swaggers 
51 Wanton look' 
62 -Angsr ■ 

53 Computer 
Input - 
55 sober . . 

57 Leguminous 

- seed 

60 Dam It! ' 

62 Exit 

65 Judge 

66 Division 
word 

69 Threshold 

70 Social 
groups 

7i.Flatboat 

72 Look for 

73 At this 
rateea 

74 Cut with 
an ax 

DOWN 

1 Conceal 

2 Blissful 
place 

3 Southpaw 

4 Courtyard 


5 Close. 
Mend . 

6 News bit 

7 Even 

8 Rubs out - 

9 Roman 
seven 

10 Soon 

tl BIH.of ; 
fare 1 

12 Nuisance 

14 Saturday 
and Sunday 

18 Malts 

20 Bottia 
stopper 

24 .Girder' 
material 

26 English 
statesman 

27 Thin nails 

28 Examine 
accounts 

30 Calyx leaf 

32 Divine 
guidance 

33 Rarin 
logo 

34 Large 
number 

37 Adores 


40 Kind of 
poker 

42 Seesaws 
45 Begin 
47 Haul 
50 Powdery 
foodstuff 
54 of Two 
CHles" 

56 Before 
setter 
or stew 

57 Qo by 

58 Great Lake 
59. Competent 
61 Principal 


S3 Pack 
64 Seeded 
68 Sort 
67 Unity 


■ 1M3 TnOuna Mods Senat Inc 



OIF THE WALL 

O]WJ.Tribute H«At-5erricet .. . 






WORD WISE 


Q: When someone does, a 
“yeoman's job.”- what does, 
ihai mean? . • 

A: It means they have per 
formed “a great and loyal 
service.” The word yeoman, 
itself has several other mean¬ 
ings. They include: aaen- 


naval petty officer who per- 
forms clerical duties; a person 
wjhoowns andculti races asmoll : 
farm; and someone who assists 
another person. 

•" Send questions or comments for 

‘Word Wise to P.O. Box 4367,.' 
Grtaado. Fla. 32802-4367. 

0 IW. Tribune Medu Service" 
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Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish_...669177/9 

Swiss.-.686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan.. 671530 

Tunisian_ 674307/8 

Turkish _ 641251 

U.AJE. .-.643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States of America-820101 

Yemen.— 642381 

EEC Delegation -. 668191 

ESC W A Zl. ...&y4351/8 

ICRC...: 688645 

UNDP/WFP.....668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

UNICEF.629571 

UNESCO.-.606559 


Nabil A1 Masbini Theatrc..675571 
Nabil & Hisbam's Tbeatre.625155 

Concord ___._ 677420 

Plaza_ 699238 

Philadelphia_634144 

Sports Gobs 

A] Hussein Sports City_ 667181 

Orthodox Club._ 810491 

Royal Automobile Club— 815410 

Royal Shooting Qub. 736572 

Royal Chess Club._ 673713 





Diary 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic 
Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. Please call 685311 - Ext 71 


The Prime Miiustry/TeL 641211 
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Interior Ministry TeL 663111 
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Royal Jordanian.- 678321 
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Scandinavian Airlines ....604499 

Singapore Airlines- 676177 

Sudan Airlines-- 694501 
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Syrian Air_622147 
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Yugoslav Airlines.604911 
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Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman . Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
round. Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel:638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalistartists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
ajn. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. TeL 630 U 8 ,_„ _ 
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Voter reactions in Amman's 
First and Zerqa Districts 


By Raed M Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

THE ISLAMISTS and the cotes 
did well in the elections in 
Amman's First District, while the 
leftists who formed a last minute 
coalition did poorly. Twenty one 
contenders fought for three seats 
in this district. 

In one male polling station, the 
first thing one noticed was the 
strict security regulations, 
although the press was allowed in 
to observe what was happening. In 
the polling stations, the election 
committee' watched ballot boxes 
and supervised polling: the most 
common voters were “the elderly 
who came to register their votes. 
Most of the candidates were there 
as well watching electors vote. 
The Star witnessed the voting pro¬ 
cedure to be orderly. Voters com¬ 
mented that voting was very easy 
and well organized and that they 
did not face any problems. 

For those who could not read or 
write, their choice of candidate 
was verbally made to the voting 
committee, whose head in turn 
wrote the name on a piece of 
paper and put it in the ballot box. 
A 70 year old voter told The Star 
although he could no. read or 
write, he was able to vote for the 
first time and thanked the officials 
for their help, lssam. a 20 year 
old voter said. 'The procedure 
was well [organized]: I hope this 
will be a' strong push for 
democracy." 

The most common problem. 



His Majesty King Hussein visiting a 
poUUng center. 


however, u as that of duplicate 
names. Officials banned any voter 
whose name came up more than 
once from voting. Some saw this 
as depriving them of their right to 
vote. 

"They told me that I have two 
names in two different districts, so 
J am not allowed to vote." said 31 
year old Mazen Samara. Fifty- 
seven other people were also dis- 


tk 




W omen line up to vote in a women's polling center 


qualified because 
of duplicated 

names. . 

The female voter 
turnout was high: 

women started Bg® \l2ag| 

going to the polling jp^gT 
stations early in the 
morning. "Women 

are practicing [their -Jg.. fg 

right to vote in - 
great numbers) . 

today." Sa'eda Al ' 

Massry, a woman > 

of 35 years said. "I 
prefer the indepen- 
dent candidate 

[who has a) good 
background." she 
added. 

Older women 
appeared excited 
about casting their 

vote, but seemed A woman casting her vote in 
in a hurry to finish Amman > s Fourth District 
so they could go 

hnucphnM ^hrvr^ w l* ne waiting to cast their vote. The 
majority of them were between 
? * Sere fSi a Ses of 25 and 50 Twenty- 

- c nr seven year old Asma Al Khalaile 

2 ,WfTw age; "*» * “ « 

we should fight for a womens ® 

quota, becau* IL b d. «ly way “ 0 " ,y 

ZJS&2L22&&Z j" 

... m *, p. . 3 voters were to have cast their vote 

““l™" 1 in » for Zerqa's six seats in PariiamenL 

Zerqa was also in a festive _ \ .. 

whacked w C ^°%^le SgotojS 

to their respective polling stations, candidate Nadia Bushnaq. ■ 

Cars and buses were carry- ,— -— 

ing people to and fro so they J* l " 

could vote. Policemen were (&La » 1 

visible all around the city * uKBfk j il ffm*' y 

center making sure no trou- j v&fSr' 

ble arose. ^ fBffh “* 

Polling stations were well jp-„. 

organized and in good order. 

In the Zerqa district, the Isla- *1 f 

mists and the tribal element MRT f 

were both very active. But ~ 

political parlies were clearly WXm- 
absent except in a few areas «« 
as noticed by The Star. Fifty IBs 
year old Ghasan Abed Razaq £j?? 
said. " As you [can] see, \ 

only old men are participat- «V y'j \ 

ing." When comparing this 0 | \ 

election to the one held in B| 5 \ 

'89 he said. "The one man f \ 

one vote give these elections F > V 

a real flavor because only ^ 1 \ 

the best candidate will win." ~ . . 

Women s centers were His disability did not prevent him 

full of voters standing in from voting. 



By Amy Henderson 

Star staff writer 

9 

NO ONE would have bet the farm 
that any of the three women can¬ 
didates in Jordan's recent elec¬ 
tions would have won a parlia¬ 
mentary seat—especially since 
two ran for the same seal in the 
Third District against a strong 
male candidate and former mem¬ 
ber of Parliament. But this year's 
elections produced quite a few 
surprises for Jordanians, including 
their first woman MP. Toujan 
Faisal. 

Faisal, 44. who now awns the 
Circassian seat in Ammon's Third 
District, won the seat by a small 
landslide, bating former deputy 
Monsour Mourad by roughly 500 
votes. 

This year's elections were Fai¬ 
sal’s second go at a seat in the 
Lower House. Many Jordanians 
were surprised to see Faisal put 
herself in the running for a second 
time, considering her encounters 
with the Islamists during the elec¬ 
tions in 1989. 

"I decided to run again because 
I think that if we actualty give the 
Islamists a chance to intimidate 
us. it will affect men and womert 
with progressive ideas who come 
after us," she told The Star. "So I 
thought it was my duty to run 
again so dial people will be 
encouraged to do it despite the 
power of the fundamentalists." 

Faisal is considered a contro¬ 
versial figure on the Jordanian 
political scene, and has spent most 
of her campaign justifying her 
religious, social and personal 
betiefs as well as her marriage, 
which have been under heavy fire 
from Muslim fundamentalists. 

As a newspaper columnist and 
TV commentator, she has 
"waged war” on the trend of fun¬ 
damentalism, which she calls a 
"cancer" in the Arab World. She 
is well known for her participa¬ 
tion in human rights and feminist 
organizations as a member of the 
Arab Human Rights Organization 
and the Jordanian Women's Fed¬ 
eration. Her emsade for human 
and women's rights, in a region 
where both are lacking, is one of 
the few that defy the very influen¬ 
tial Islamists in Jordan. 

Her activities in the political 
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Toujan Faisal: 

I's first woman 


and buthaii- rights 
arenas are.; what 
made her an appeal¬ 
ing candidate - for 
men and women, she 
believes.'. 

. “When you. are. a 
human rights advo¬ 
cate, you are fight¬ 
ing for the under¬ 
privileged- sector-— 
basically women and 
children,” she said. 

"I have tried to find, 
practical ' solutions, 
not just voice ideas.: 

so women appreciate. 
it. And highly politi¬ 
cal women who know the impor¬ 
tance of democracy, support me. ' 
Men support me because I take 
risks. Men, even some'conserva¬ 
tive men, appreciate anyone who 
is willing to take risks for what he 
believes in.” 

High on her agenda is steering 
Jordan to complete democracy,, 
seeing that it becomes institution¬ 
alized and rooted in Jordan’s edu¬ 
cational system, bat without .push¬ 
ingfor too much, too soon. 

“Democracy is Jordan’s biggest 
challenge,“ she said.; "People don't 
have faith to this one, but estab¬ 
lishing democracy is hard work. 
We need to set a pace so that it 
doesn't come suddenly, with pres¬ 
sure from the masses—look what 
happened in the Soviet Union." 

Inherent in democracy is the 
role of women, who. she points 
out. constitute more than 50 per¬ 
cent of the population. 

Although staunchly opposed to a 
quota for women in Parliament, 
she does believe it is the responsi¬ 
bility of the next Parliament to. 
encourage women's participation 
in politics. One of Parliament's 
roles, she contends is to look at toe 
performance of the executive 
branch of govemmeniand sec that 
it gives Fair treatment to women 
and "assigns them to toe posts 
they are qualified for." 

As an Arab nationalist and as a 
Jordanian, she has opposed the 
peace agreement since its begin¬ 
ning ,in Madrid. The recent PLO- 
IsraelF accord, she says gave little 
in exchange for so much. But, Fai¬ 
sal reserves her opposition to steps 
that Jordan | takes with Israel, 
believing that Jordan; is not pre¬ 



pared for.ecoapmic normalization. 

“And ii is harmful, for the Arab 
issue because it is still the Arab- 
Israeli conflict—-toe political con¬ 


flicts have no* bccn 
told The Star. 'r 

Refusing normalization,-; 

says, is Also the only 

sure Israel inl ° S?«P n B *** 
^Palestinians. 
mshzed. Israel w»H newt.; 
«ve the Palestinians BKWi H 
toe very limited wit-rule of Q 

Ie ^°Faisal. being elected & 
lament is merely striking the. 
Her next is to get ardors 
bases. "1 expect that 
opposed in -Parliament. 
by the fundamentalist 
ary forces." she said. 
be in mv fight for womens 
only. The main block vvill pe-n 
fight Tor democracy and 
There are many powers who; 
benefited from toe_ ahwaus 
democracy in Jordan;"* 


Nadia Bushnaq: 

'I haven’t abandoned 
the march...' 

By Nora Boostany 

ONLY THREE women ran among the 534 candidates in Monday 

Parliamentary elections, well down from the _ j_ 

12 who ran in 1989—and lost. r“ 

In a surreal scene for Zerqa’s largely tow- 
income community ofworkers and Palestini¬ 
an refugees and tribes recently, the men 
served coffee and the women talked politics 
at the home of Muslim cantfidate Nadia 
Bushnaq a few days before toe elections. Her 
husband and campaign manager., Riad, read 
out messages of support from, tribes, Pales¬ 
tinian camps and individuals. \ 

To toe first soldier of Zerqa. r ]jmwanis!" 
one cable read, as she smiled to the cheering 
audience. "She is.more like a commando." 
joked her son, Rajni. .. - . : / • 

Bushnaq, 50, who has a record of 30 years of social service, ran i 
aaainst 45 male contenders for four of Zerqa's six seats. She lost i 
Islamic Action Front (1AF) candidates swept toe first three scats, fi 
independent candidate won the fourth.. . 

- Bushnaq had accused militant Muslims of tearing down her bai 
ners, throwing sand and stones at her as she left a d eb a t e. "If I wi 
-fine. If I donVf will just consider this an adventure to prove to 
Women arestill lMfre andtoat I haven't abandoned the march/ 1 Busi 
naq said. "There will come a time when people will get used to ha 
ing .women in Parliament" 

... .... LA Tinies-Washington Post News Serviji 
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Battery life, price and applications are decisive factors: 

More PDAs on the market 


Jp 

S&lk** 


PCMCIA 


THE NEWTON, which is sold by 
both Apple and Sharp, isn't the 
only Personal Digital Assistant 
lPDA) on the market. 

A PDA tom is marketed by both 

Casio and Tandy - 

sells at about the ,‘ f 

same price as the jJjte 

Newton. It has a 

less powerful 

operaline system. 

but lots of built-in •; i ll .^y . . 

software including \ 

a version of 

America On line 

and Pocket 

Quicken. 

You would v." .-.-j■ 

have to pay toe - ..v/j 

equivalent of ' < 

S-JOO worth of 
Newion-eompa t i hie PCMCIA 

cards to break even with the built- 
in offerings of the Casio Z-7000 
PDA and Tandy Z-PDA. 

The other advantage of the 
Casio and Tandy PDAs is that 
they claim about a 

50-hour heavy —-- 

usage battery life 

compared to . - - 

Apple's claim of 21 

hours. Casio says 

that an even-usage 

comparison would -v ^ 

give toe Newton ' 

an 8-hour battery 

life against toe - 

Casio and Tandy '£(. tv; 

50-hour life. 

However, toe j 
Nemons seamless / 
operation is its i 
main benefit. It ' 

provides the ability j 


to add a fax address and cover 
page without cutting and pasting, 
toe 'artificial intelligence' that 
automatically enters a 'lunch with 



'■f-.-f-s. ' ■ 

■ V>-C " - 


r , - 


Bob’ message in vour notepad into 
your calendar. There is also 
Apple's publicly declared devotion 
to the product and its varied future 
plans regarding Newton technol¬ 
ogy especially considering the 

' _, 1,500 licensees 

j that are 

j already sup¬ 
's I porting toe 

^ I Newton. 

j Another 
| PDA is the 

AT&T EO 
I Personal Com- 

- I municalor. 

- * 1 built-in fax 

! ability and 

• [ data ready cel- 

. j lular capabii- 

i ity. There are 

; I jj, e low-end 


EO 440 carries a retail price in toe 
US of $l,600fdown from $2,000 
six months ago) and toe high-end 
EO S80 with a 54MB hard”drive, 
modem and 8MB of RAM selling 

- for about 

-;' $3,000. An EO 

• 440 with a 
• built-in cellular 

gbonc is about 

weak points arc 
that it has a low 
battery life of 
about 4 hours 
and is rather 
expensive for a 

critics also say 
that the hand¬ 
writing recogni¬ 
tion is not much good. 

Analysts believe that PDAs are 
much more than just a rich man's 
toy. Some believe that all sales 
people will eventually have a PDA 
or two. Dataquesl. a market 
research firm in California, pre¬ 
dicts that a few hundred thousand 
PDAs would be sold in 1994 and 
double that number in 1995 in toe 
US. ■ 




FOLLOWING A highly success¬ 
ful appearance at toe Middle 
East's leading information technol¬ 
ogy show G1TEX, Microsoft is 
now moving ahead with Arabisa¬ 
tion plans to 
expand its posi- 


reeional market. 


responded to toe 
company's inten¬ 
sive Arabisation 
effort. Microsoft 
Excel won toe 
top award for 
Arabic spread¬ 
sheets at GITEX 
and Word was 
voted number 
one Arabic word 
processor. 

The Middle 
East is a very 
important mar¬ 
ket for Microsoft 
and I think that 

is clearly reflected in our Arabisa¬ 
tion policy for toe region." said 
Charles Allen, general manager of 
Microsoft Middle East which was 
set up last year to coordinate toe 
company's strategy in the area. 

"Microsoft has had an over¬ 
whelming response at GITEX 
which we consider to be one of 
the strongest market indicators of 
the region," he added. During 
GITEX. Microsoft also received 


toe Arabian Computer Readers 
Choice 'Company of Honor 1 
award 1993 for the company mak¬ 
ing the largest contribution to the 
Middle East computer industry. 



Microsoft had a high profile at 
GITEX with staff dressed in strik¬ 
ing black uniforms on the stand 
which was voted the "BesT Stand' 
at GITEX 93. 

Attracting strong attention on 
toe stand were toe newly-launched 
version of Excel and Word and 
toe Microsoft multimedia prod¬ 
ucts. including toe CD-ROM 
encyclopedia, uicarta. which won 
a major focus at the Future Tech¬ 


nology conference, hosted by 
Microsoft during GITEX. with 
speakers revealing software 
changes in the years to come. 

Microsoft Middle East large 
accounts man- 
Ahroed 


that he was very 
pleased with the 
regional response 
and that major 
had flown 
in from Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait 
. and Bahrain to 
attend GITEX 
and meet 

Microsoft. 
managers. 

"The show was 
very successful 
and serious nego- 
. tiations . . were 
held, from which 
Microsoft 
expects to pro¬ 
duce its single 
largest contract 
to date in Saudi Arabia." said 
Kaikspw. 

Allen said, "This was by far toe 
best GITEX we have been 
involved in and I think the interest 
shown in terms of toe number and 
quality of visitors reflects the 
growing maturity of toe Middle 
Easr computer marker," said 
Allen, "we now look forward to 
the coming year and strengthening 
our position in toe market? ■ 



ADC third training course 
in Amman 

• A third Middle East 4D Devel¬ 
oper Training Course was con¬ 
cluded on 28 October, 1993 at toe 
Apple Developer Center (ADC) 


Intel announces record profits 


Intel Corp., the world's biggest producers of microprocessops, 
recently announced that fheir profits have tripled for'toe 'second quar¬ 
ter in 1993 with a net income of $568/5 minion compared to 5213.2 
million for toe Same quarter last year ; \ /-V ,. ‘ - y. 'l ■ 

This is due largely to the huge increase in’ sales.amounting to around' 
61 percent'Still, aaaJysts believe to« the Heavy Remind for PCs will; 
slow down towards toe rad of the year. Bid. Intel has their hi^bhopes 
' for to&.Fendum. which should griid^.nidre growffi for toe re main-' 
der of the year 1993.;■ - .. - 


located in Jabal Amman. 

Twelve developers from four 
Arab countries participated in the 
four day training period which 
focused on serving the neccessat- 
ies of Middle East Apple Com¬ 
puter Developers by highlighting 
developmental issues in toe Ara¬ 
bic language. 

The ADC is the only center of 
its kind in toe region and was 
established to increase toe number - 
of regionally and locally devel¬ 
oped applications that will widen 
Macintosh user's knowledge base 
and will open new channels for 
marketing Arabic computer.-' 
solutions. 

With this course. ADC has 45 v 
Registered Developers from seyat. 
Arab countrires with upcoming 
training activities before toe end\ 


of 1993. 

Borland pays $100 
million ! 

to A court has recently sentenced 
Borland to paying a phenomenal 
fine of $100,000,000 for a copy¬ 
right impreachemezH it committed 
against Lotus. Hie case goes back 
to last year when Lotus filed a law 
'suit against Borland clahning that 
Borland’s spreadsheet QuatroPro 
included stolen, or copied, spread¬ 
sheet listings from'Lotus 1-2-3. 
The court seems to have recently 
_.agreed with a financial, sentence 
that will, hit Borland very bard. 
While Borland and Lotus kill .one : 
' -another in court, Microsoft contin¬ 
ues to grasp more and inore of toe 
spreadsheet market with Excel. Ml 


4HP,ER FAI^E : 

NASSER T 

’Computerized' election 

IF YOU followed the parliamentary elections on TV you will b 
noticed toe precision and speed with which numbers and static 
were arriving at the studios of Jordan Television. 

Behind the scenes, toe Ministry of Interior fMOI) played 
greater role in insuring that everything was running properly and 1 
the computere.did everything on call.- 

The Ministry of Interior 
took a bold step in.installing 
the national computer net¬ 
work you saw in action on- 
TV. What's more they man¬ 
aged to do ii all in two 
months! 

The record time in which 
a national network, covering 
the whole country was 
installed and equipped is def¬ 
initely a new experience for 
our governmental institu¬ 
tions. The geographically 
scattered MOI centers from 
Aqaba, in toe south. to. Al 
Ranrtba in the north were all 

included in toe network, and connected to the information crate 
toe'.MOI-in Amman which, in turn, supplied JTV wjih on-tbe-s 
information. ' •‘ 

The Jordanian.company responsible for installation and suppdb 
the operation of- this network covering all the regions of the coui 
were proud to be toe first to install this type of network in Jordai 
efficiently provide on-the-spot information for the news media; 

The MOI didn't follow the traditional way of selecting a supr 
through tenders. They surveyed toe-market themselves and selectr 
supplier accordingly. The negotiations and signing of the coot 
took place in around ten weeks. This all shows that the govemn 
can work- efficiently when-government officials have the wish 
desire to da something quickly, they-can find the way. 

The Government started , to reap the fruits of this 'comptneri 
electoral process even before election day, especially during toe hi 
ing out of election cards. The self confidence and precision sho> 
by the minister of interior in his exact mentioning of the number 
election cards harmed rat. complete with quick statistics for ei 
municipality was tot one advantage of using the network Ano 
was toe discovery of toe repeated voter's names. Thanks to theiro 
puter-network, toe. government was quick to discover, this -prob 
and even/give a specific number of70.000 repeated names! ' ’ . 




u»humi[i 


becaise>of;fte efficient computer operation has helped increase 
ministry's credibility to running arid' managing the elections of 195 

So, Jordan's ’computerized' elections have proved to be &su6 
and everyth mg went smoothly without any major computer malfi 
dons or-errors in the crucial moments The only 'errors' anvb 
could .sense , were those of the'presenters at Jordan Television v 
for some,strange reason, couldn't read sorae numbers in front oTti 
oatbe screen! - 

The Ministry of totwior will be utilizing this network fonfiffc 
app^catiqns m dw funne, and. if last weeks’ elections are anythin 
go by, there is definitely a new found awareness as » toe rote b 
puteis can jgay innmnrng.public androass media events iri'togfor 
This debase of etectoral.infornation available tothe^MOl' 

ftirtber good use as a source of information 
Wv^s raw -data for farther analysis and statistics :q^; 

Wito the^wbole wraJd watching last Monday, the MOTs us 
compirt^hasheiped reflect animpressive image of Jortfanin 
eyes of toc mtonational press. The MOL has al2 laid toe hardv 

w Wch.both the govemmeriL-and 
people will find useful ,m toe future. And that’s wfetreafiycou^ 






































